Trainer Candidate
PHILIP B. SCHOENTHAL
Phil Schoenthal is more than a Thoroughbred trainer in the Mid-Atlantic region. His operation Kingdom
Bloodstock Inc. manages racing partnerships, represents at auctions, plans broodmare matings, and assists with
business and tax planning.
Schoenthal, who won his first stakes as a trainer in 2003 with White Mountain Boy at Laurel Park, has trained for
many owners over the years and has developed quality racehorses. One of them, the filly Miss Behaviour, was a
multiple graded stakes winner including the Grade 2 Matron Stakes at Belmont; she also finished second in the
Grade 1 Test Stakes at Saratoga. In all, he has trained 15 individual stakes winners.
Schoenthal, who resides in Crownsville with his wife and three children, opened a public stable in 2004 after training privately. He is a veteran of
the United States Air Force and holds a Bachelor’s Degree.
“I’m very proud of the work the MTHA has done over the past several years under the leadership of President Tim Keefe,” Schoenthal said.
“From navigating through the COVID shutdown, working with state government officials and the MJC on the Pimlico revitalization project,
strengthening the Pension Fund for backstretch workers, instituting the automatic trainer commission deduction, continuing to grow the Beyond
The Wire aftercare organization, and working with MJC to hire a track superintendent and ensuring our surface remains as safe as possible are
among the notable achievements the board has worked on.”
“Everyone acknowledges that no organization or person is perfect, and there are many challenges ahead that will need to be addressed by the
next sitting board,” he said. “My chief concerns right now are how do we grow the game by making the ownership experience better? The massive looming racetrack construction project is sure to cause a lot of short-term pain for horsemen and will need to be navigated with care and
wisdom to ensure the best possible scenario for all while looking to our long-term future.”
“The new federal legislation is certainly going to need to be addressed by all stakeholders and it will take considerable work and foresight to
make that implementation process as smooth as possible for all horsemen. I think the next MTHA board can improve the communication channels with the broader population of horsemen about relevant issues in real time.”

Trainer Candidate
MICHAEL W. MERRYMAN
Michael Merryman’s family has been involved in the Maryland horse industry for decades, and he notes he “grew
up in the dirt of Barn A” at Pimlico Race Course, where he and his mother, Ann, stable their racehorses.
Merryman went to college out of state to play baseball and study Agricultural Business, but he had a strong desire
to return to Maryland and the family’s farm in Baltimore County, called The Orebanks, which breeds, breaks and
trains Thoroughbreds.
“I spent a summer working in Lexington, Ky., at a successful sales and breeding operation, which gave me insight into a different aspect of the
business I had not yet been accustomed to,” Merryman said. “After returning home I started my Equine Dental business in 2012, while also riding
and training horses. Every summer I split my time between the racetrack and making all of the hay that feeds our horses, both at the farm and
track throughout the year.”
Two years ago, Merryman purchased his own piece of the family farm to keep the land in the family. “We turned what were crop fields into lush
hay fields and built what will be my forever home here in Maryland,” he said.
Merryman is among the younger generation of horsemen in Maryland who he believes need to be a part of planning and making decisions for the
industry’s future.
“Going forward in our industry, I truly believe that the younger generation should be involved and have their voices heard in the important issues
that we will face in the upcoming years,” he said. “With the proper guidance and leadership, I believe that our industry can not only sustain, but
thrive and grow as I have seen how easily hooked my fellow peers are on the sport of horse racing that we all love.”
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