Owner Candidate
R. LARRY JOHNSON
Larry Johnson, when he was first elected to the MTHA Board of Directors in 2011, advocated for proper governance,
transparency in operations and decision-making, and ensuring that the interests of all horsemen are represented.
Johnson, who owns Legacy Farm in Virginia but historically has been very active in breeding and racing in Maryland, has
stuck with those objectives through multiple terms on the board. He has been involved in the transformation of the MTHA
as it continued to provide more services for horsemen and backstretch workers, particularly in the last five years.
Along with his breeding and racing business, Johnson, a native of Prince George’s County, Md., is a certified public accountant who specializes in
forensic accounting and frequently provides expert testimony throughout the country. He owns Veris Consulting, which has offices in Virginia and
Florida. Johnson is particularly interested in the implementation of the master plan to rebuild Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course under the Racing
and Community Development Act of 2020 and is advocate for strengthening the integrity of horse racing.
“I want to ensure that the plan as it was presented and approved by the MTHA Board of Directors is the plan that is implemented,” Johnson said. “The plan
for the transition period requires significant input. What we do in the next two or three years is of paramount importance.”
The plan as presented would make Laurel Park the only facility in North America with three racing surfaces: dirt, turf and synthetic.
Johnson noted that a synthetic Tapeta surface in addition to the existing dirt track and turf course was a major selling point of the master plan when
it was announced in 2019. Along with the equine safety component, a synthetic surface has value when races come off the turf or in the winter
when the weather is unfavorable, and could be a selling point to attract more horses and horsemen to Maryland, he said.
“I think the situation with the turf at Laurel is unacceptable,” Johnson said. “When we have bad weather, field size is decimated. No one is doing
anything about it—the course doesn’t drain properly.”
As for integrity, Johnson said increased scrutiny is needed for horses that win “from unexpected past performances” and trainers with percentages
“that don’t make sense.”

Owner Candidate
JOSEPH P. “JOSH” PONS, JR.
Joseph P. (Josh) Pons, Jr., is a 66-year-old general partner of Country Life Farm’s racing stable, which since
2000 has sent 925 starters to the post, with earnings of $5,252,797 (according to Equibase statistics through
Oct. 18, 2020). Country Life has been the leading Maryland entity bringing new owners into the sport of racing
through its partnerships. As of Oct. 18, Country Life is the second-leading owner at the fall Laurel race meeting.
Pons bases the Country Life racing stable at family-owned Merryland Farm, a Hydes, Md., training center with
a five-furlong training track. Pons and his brother Mike purchased Merryland in 2001. The two brothers also
equally own and manage Country Life Farm in Bel Air, Md. The farm was founded in 1933 by Pons’ grandfather, Adolphe, and operated through
the 1980s by his father Joe.
A 1972 graduate of John Carroll High School, Pons completed his under-graduate work at the University of Virginia in 1976. In 1982, following
graduation from University of Kentucky School of Law, he was admitted to the Maryland bar. He has earned two Eclipse Awards for his writing in
The Blood-Horse magazine, for whom he is presently the author of a monthly series entitled “Letters from Rockland Farm.”
Actively involved in horse-racing legislation in Annapolis for decades, Pons is a past-president of the Maryland Horse Breeders Association. He
resides with his wife Ellen at Country Life. They have two adult sons, Josh and August.
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