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MTHA Continues
Strong Support
For MD-Bred
Enhancements

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association is proud of its continued contributions towards the MarylandBred program and its partnership with the
Maryland Horse Breeders Association. The
MTHA since 2014 has continued to build
upon its contributions to the Maryland-Bred
Enhancement Program, and the trend is expected to continue this year.
In 2021, the last full year of statistics, the
Maryland-Bred Enhancement Program—
breeder awards, owner bonuses, developer
bonuses, stallion awards, Maryland-bred/
sired allowance purses, Maryland-bred
stakes and Maryland Million purses—totaled $12.17 million. Of that amount, the
MTHA authorized allocations of $5.84 million (48.02%) from the Maryland Thoroughbred Purse Account, nearly half of purse
and bonus funds devoted to Maryland-bred
development in the state.
The purse account contributions began in late 2013 when the MTHA began
supporting the owner bonus program for
Maryland-bred runners as part of an industry-wide agreement linked to the growth
of revenue from video lottery terminals at
the state’s casinos. The purse account began fully funding the owner bonus program
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MTHA Welcomes
MedStar’s Dr. Brodine
To Health System
Dr. Joseph Brodine, who grew up not far
from Laurel Park in Jessup, Md., is the newest
member of the MedStar Health medical team
that staffs the Horsemen’s Health System on
live racing days.
Brodine, 39, attended medical school at
Georgetown University and trained to become
a doctor at Franklin Square Medical Center and
John Hopkins. Prior to becoming a physician,
the native of Durham, N.C., was a nurse for five
years in the John Hopkins Hospital intensive
care unit.
Brodine said he became involved with
sports medicine and began learning about its
importance to horse racing through Dr. Kelly
Ryan, who is part of the team that launched
the Horsemen’s Health System. Brodine called
Ryan his teacher, mentor and hero.
“Dr. Ryan is the kind of physician who can
get anyone excited about sports medicine,”
Brodine said. “When I first came down to
train with her at Laurel Park in 2018, I
was struck by the strong sense of community at the track. I saw how she was
able to care for these brave athletes
who dare to ride horses for a living—
as well as the backstretch employees
and their families who work behind
the scenes. I perceived great
opportunities to develop
care relationships with
patients of all types,
and when I became
a
full-fledged
physician, Dr.
Ryan suggested
that I come down
to work periodically to serve the
folks at Laurel Park.
I have loved it.”

Brodine keeps a busy schedule. About half
of the week he is a family medicine doctor at
the Franklin Square Family Health Center with
patients of all ages, on some weekends works
in the hospital at the facility. He also serves as
medical director overseeing MedStar’s involvement in the Maryland Primary Care Program,
which is administered by the Maryland State
Department of Health and aimed at providing
additional care management services for MedStar’s more than 42,000 Medicare patients.
Ryan said Brodine early on expressed an interest in her work with jockeys and the general
racetrack population and has assisted her with
some research projects the past several years.
“It has been a huge learning curve, and a
humbling one, too,” Brodine said. “On race days,
there are so many moving parts and anything
can happen during a race. In between races, I
take care of backstretch employees and learn
about their jobs supporting different functions
of the track, and again, I am increasingly
appreciative of this tight-knit community
bonded in their shared love and commitment to this sport. I have been fortunate
to be supported by great colleagues including (MTHA Office Manager) Diana Pinones, who has shown me how I can
be helpful. I am excited to work
with the employees and patients at Laurel Park.”
Brodine’s
wife,
Leah, is a family nurse
practitioner with
Chase
Brexton
Health Care. They
have a son, Guthrie,
who is 3 years old, and
a daughter, Helen, who
is four months old.

Beyond The Wire
Reorganizes Directors
After consultation with various members
of the Maryland thoroughbred industry, the
Beyond The Wire Board of Directors has undergone some restructuring that makes it consistent with the organization’s bylaws. The action was taken during the
annual meeting Aug. 19 at
Laurel Park.
The Board now consists of 10 voting members, three non-voting
members who comprise
administration, and an
advisory committee that
currently stands at 12
members.
VOTING BOARD MEMBERS: Linda Gaudet (President), Georganne Hale (Vice President),
Tim Keefe (Secretary/Treasurer), Dr. Michael
Harrison, Marty Leonard, JoAnn Hayden, Ellen
Charles Christine Bricker, Dr. John Sivick, Michael Golden
The voting board has members from key
Maryland stakeholder groups including the
Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association (Gaudet, Keefe and Charles) and Maryland
Horse Breeders Association (Harrison, Charles
and Hayden). Golden is President of Northview
Stallion Station, which provides 5% of stud
fees to support the “sanctuary horse” aftercare
population; Bricker is a Maryland owner and
breeder; Leonard is a jockeys’ representative;
and Sivick is a partner in the Maryland Veterinary Group based in Laurel.
NON-VOTING BOARD MEMBERS: David Richardson (Chairman of the Board, Jessica Hammond (Executive Director), Rosemary
Lishia (Director of Finance).

ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Dr. Patty Hogan (Hogan Equine), Dr. Megan Kerford (Maryland Vet Group), Dr. Heidi Thomas (Maryland
Jockey Club), Dr. Virginia Gilliam (Maryland
Jockey Club), Jodi Rauso
(Equine transportation),
Mike Hopkins (Maryland
Racing
Commission),
David Wade (Northview
Stallion Station), Lisa
Hofstetter (Northview
Stallion Station), Victor
Carrasco (Jockey colony),
Dr. Libby Daniel (Maryland Racing Commission), Jillian Tullock (Maryland Jockey Club),
and Lacey Gaudet (Maryland Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association).
As of July 31, Beyond The Wire had
successfully placed 60 horses
in 2022 and 544 overall since
its launch in late spring of
2017. The organization
is funded by corporate
contributions (MTHA,
MHBA, MJC and 1/
ST Racing); owners through a perstart fee as well as
donations; breeders;
jockeys; Northview
Stallion Station through
a stud fee contribution; income from a 1.5%
surcharge on claims; and general donations and
fundraisers.

Backstretch
Appreciation Days
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 1pm at Laurel Park • Wednesday, Sept. 21, Noon at Pimlico
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association is sponsoring two Backstretch Appreciation Days on Sept. 13 at Laurel Park at 1
p.m. and Sept. 21 at Pimlico at noon.
All are welcome to spend some time after
training hours socializing, listening to music

and eating. Once again Bob’s Hideaway catering will provide pit beef, pulled pork, hot dogs,
salads, soda and water, and desserts.
There are plans to offer free merchandise
and have drawings for prizes and cash. Make
plans to attend.

MTHA Express
Expands
Services To
Horsemen
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, in a continued commitment to the backstretch community based at
Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course, now
has two vans available for transportation
services.
The MTHA recently purchased another
used van that, like the first one, can seat
about 10 people.
MTHA Recreation Director Dan Mangum
(410-802-5798) provides weekly van service
at Pimlico on Tuesday and either Wednesday
or Thursday. He generally is at Laurel on
Wednesday. Schedules for both tracks may
change weekly depending on need at each
facility including scheduled medical appointments or trips to supermarkets
and other stores.
Jack
Daniels
(410-263-2977) provides van service
on Monday and
Saturday
afternoons and for special outings that
will be scheduled
in advance. Recently,
a group of 10 people
from the backstretch at
Laurel traveled to Washington, D.C.,
to view the Frida and Diego Experience
art show at Mexican Geniuses. An outing at
Arundel Mills Mall is planned for Tuesday,
Sept. 6.

Mobile Dentistry Unit
Continues To Serve
Horsemen
The Mobile Dentist, which began visiting Laurel Park last fall and had a weekly presence
last winter beginning in January, has begun serving the backstretch community at Pimlico Race
Course.
On Tuesday, Aug. 16, nine people were treated in the mobile unit, which provides fullservice dental care. Another 13 people have signed up for future visits.
Plans call for Mobile Dentist, based in Silver Spring, Md., to be on site at Pimlico once every
two weeks, though the schedule is determined on weekly basis depending on demand and
other clients that use the Mobile Dentist service. Visits are expected to continue through the fall.
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association is hopeful the Mobile Dentist can return to Laurel in early 2023. Even with the additional service, the MTHA continues to work with
its other dental partners located near Laurel and Pimlico.
MTHA Office Manager Diana Pinones schedules appointments for the Mobile Dentist. She
can be reached at 410-902-6842.

HISA Establishes
Advisory Group
The Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Aug. 29 formally announced its intent to
establish a Horsemen’s Advisory Group to provide feedback to its executive team and standing committees on the implementation and
evolution of HISA’s regulations and
protocols.
HISA is inviting all
horsemen who wish to be
considered for membership
in the advisory group to email
horsemenadvisory@hisaus.
org indicating their interest and
qualifications by Friday, Sept. 9.
The HISA executive team said
it will select 10-12 horsemen with input from its standing committees and
is seeking members who are involved
in both small and large racing operations
across the country to represent the broad array
of viewpoints that make up the American horse
racing community. Those interested should expect to participate in monthly meetings with
HISA leadership and to serve as individual

sounding boards on specific issues on which
they may have unique knowledge or insights on
a more frequent basis.
“We look forward to building upon our existing efforts to collaborate with participants in
all facets of the sport by seeking
more targeted input from active horsemen and women,”
HISA Chief Executive Officer Lisa Lazarus said. “Their
hands-on experience will help
ensure the practicality and effectiveness of our rules for all racing
participants,” said Lazarus. “As we
continue the implementation phase
of our mandate from Congress, HISA
will benefit immensely from additional
perspectives from the trainers and owners
who are on the backside, standing trackside
and in the racing office every day.”
The advisory group’s membership is expected to be announced and hold its first monthly
meeting in October.

MD-Breds, Continued
in 2016, the year the Maryland Jockey Club
began carding and the MTHA funding Maryland-bred/sired allowance races.
The MTHA in 2018 also began supplementing state-bred stakes purses in excess
of $400,000 a year with the exception of the
shortened 2020 racing season. From 2018 to
2021, the purse account has covered $1.53
million in Maryland-bred and Marylandsired stakes purses.
In 2016, the Maryland Thoroughbred
Purse Account provided 37.23% of the Maryland-Bred Enhancement Program. By 2018
the share had climbed to 47.15%.
Total purses paid for all of 2021 reached
$45.55 million. Of that amount, 26.71% was
dedicated to the Maryland-Bred Enhancement Account. As recently as 2018, the share
was 23.47%.
The MTHA in 2021 signed off on a proposal to shift to a structure whereby owner
bonuses for Maryland-breds that finish in
the top three in each overnight race would
be 15% to accommodate a 15% developer
bonus for each overnight race. The program
was geared to protect breeders and owners
of Maryland-breds at risk of being claimed
early in the careers with no further return on
investment for the original owner or owners
who invest heavily to get a horse to the races.
In addition, the MTHA was heavily involved in and supported implementation of
changes in race conditions designed to offer
incentives for owners with Maryland-bred or
Maryland-sire horses, including a waiver provision for the highest maiden-claiming level
(currently $45,000-$36,000) at all Maryland
tracks. These races have proven very popular
and often attract fields comparable to those
in maiden special weight events.
The MTHA will continue to work with its
industry partners in order to provide creative
new programs to grow Maryland thoroughbred racing.
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SANCHEZ-SALOMON TAKES
MEET CHAMPIONSHIP
Rodolpho Sanchez-Salomon, who got his training license in 2017, won his
first title at the Laurel Park summer meet with 19 victories, one more than Claudio Gonzalez. Sanchez-Salomon, who works closely with his assistant, Joanne
Shankle, at Laurel, had worked for trainers Scott Lake and Dane Kobiskie before
going out on his own.
“I don’t know exactly what I feel right now, but I’m very happy,” SanchezSalomon said. “It’s been a great meet. Everything has been great for us. We’ve
been very blessed. I thank God and thank my help and thank everybody. I have
no words to say how I feel, really. I appreciate everything.”
Sanchez-Salomon, a native of Mexico, is having his best year so far with 48
wins and earnings of $1.5 million through Sept. 1. He had a four-win day
and a three-win day during the Laurel summer meet.
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Match Series Leaderboards
Filly & Mare Long Division
DECIDING VOTE
IN A HURRY

26 Pts
17 Pts

3YO & Up Long Turf Division
EONS
23 Pts
ENGLISH TAVERN
12 Pts
Filly & Mare Sprint Division
FILLE D’ESPRIT
22 Pts
KAYLASAURUS
22 Pts
3YO & Up Sprint Division
BEREN
17 Pts
THREES OVER DEUCES 10 Pts
Current as of September 1, 2022

