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Pension
Deadline
Less Than A
Month Away
Virtual signups, the primary means to participate in the Maryland Backstretch Pension
Plan, will remain available until June 1. Earlier
this year, a $1-million contribution to the plan
was approved by the Maryland Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association Board of Directors.
The online registration form in English
and Spanish is available at the following link:
http://mdhorsemen.com/pension.
Backstretch workers and horsemen employed in the care of horses on the backstretch
at Laurel Park, Pimlico Race Course or the Fair
Hill Training Center, including trainers, are eligible to participate. However, the eligible employee must have worked a minimum of 1,000
hours during 2021 and provide documentation
to that effect (with a W-2 or 1099 form, or a tax
Continued on Page 2

Hogan: Avoid ‘One
Last Race Syndrome’
Avoiding the “One Last Race Syndrome” and
knowing when to retire Thoroughbred racehorses
was the focus of an April 20 presentation by noted
equine surgeon Dr. Patty Hogan. The event, held
at Laurel Park, offered continuing education credit
for trainers and assistant trainers and is expected
to be posted on the HorsemenU.com website.
Hogan, whose practice is located in New Jersey, said the primary reasons to retire a racehorse
are a significant physical issue or a lack of competitiveness. She said retirement to a pasture is
not ideal, so transitioning to second careers is important—and that requires awareness and planning.
“It behooves you to know about aftercare,”
said Hogan, who noted the value of Maryland’s
Beyond The Wire program. “Aftercare is a mainstream topic and part of the business plan for racing. If your horse ends up in a bad spot, it can
reflect very badly on you. It gives you an out. It
protects you and your clients.
“The impact of the Internet is really important. It’s a continuous news cycle and photos. The
power of social media is very real.”
Hogan discussed limb fractures and bone
bruising (subchondral bone disease), which can
decrease the chances of a second career for racehorses. She told horsemen to make sure the prop-

er X-rays are being taken: “Just getting proper
diagnostics makes a difference.”
Hogan also said it’s important to remove
bone chips to minimize arthritis and help them
perform longer.
Hogan noted that societal changes over time
have altered the way some members of the public
view horse racing, and that industry participants
must pay attention to equine welfare and public
perception. Successful aftercare programs are a
major part of the educational process.
“There is a huge partnership between horses
and humans in racing, and we need to capitalize
on that for the public,” Hogan said. “It’s important
to know where horses fit into today’s world. The
traditional racing fan is not the racing fan of today. Everyone can offer time, money and skills (to
the aftercare effort). If the horse wins, we all win.
I think we’re on the right track.”
The “One Last Race Syndrome” Seminar is
now available on YouTube on Beyond The Wire’s
new channel which will be an archive for this and
future educational events hosted by the program.
Just search for Beyond The Wire in the YouTube
search bar or visit https://bit.ly/374GcYR
The video will be available soon on HorsemenU.com for continuing eduction credits after
approval.

Law Calls For
Progress Reports
Under legislation signed into law in April, the
Maryland Stadium Authority must provide two
reports—on or before Sept. 30 of this year and
by Jan. 1, 2023—on the progress of the redevelopment of Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course
as authorized under the Racing and Community
Development Act of 2020. The racing-related provisions were added to a broader economic development bill largely related to sports facilities.
Each report is required to describe efforts by
interested parties and the MSA to reduce the overall project costs; report on the cost and schedule
for Laurel Park based on the programmatic desires of current ownership; and report on the cost
and schedule for Laurel based upon the implementation of recommendations from a report on
the status of Maryland Thoroughbred racing operations, including models and recommendations
regarding future and planning operations for the
Maryland Thoroughbred racing industry.
The General Assembly expects the following
projects to proceed on or before Sept. 1: design,
architecture, engineering and permitting at the
Pimlico site; testing and evaluation of the existing
racing surfaces at Laurel, including geophysical
borings; and demolition of the “old grandstand”
at Pimlico on an expedited basis after considering

ongoing racing operations there during construction.
The Maryland Economic Development Corp.
“must undertake all efforts necessary to evaluate
the feasibility, limitations, costs and potential benefits related to the acquisition of the Laurel site
by a government or non-profit entity to ensure
the redevelopment and construction of facilities”
at Laurel,” the law states. The MEDC will consult
with the “mile-track Thoroughbred racing licensees,” Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, Maryland Horse Breeders Association,
Maryland Racing Commission, MSA, and any additional parties as necessary.
The law goes on to say the MEDC “shall enter
into discussions with the owner of the Laurel racing facility site to determine the terms and conditions of a potential purchase or other transfer of
all or a portion of the site to a government entity
or non-profit corporation.”
The two reports must be provided to the
Senate Budget and Taxation Committee, House
Appropriations Committee and House Ways and
Means Committee. The MSA will spend at least
$2.5 million from the current Racetrack and Community Development Facilities Fund to pay for the
reports.

Pension, Continued
return). Benefits become available when
the employee reaches the age of 65, or at
age 55 with 25 years of service. More about
about the program including qualifications
is available at: https://mdhorsemen.com/
index.php/services/pension-program.
As part of the signup process you must
submit a W2, 1099 or tax return documenting the earnings you reported on the registration form. You will also need your Maryland Racing Commission badge. You may
do this by emailing a PDF or a photo of
the tax documents and badge to info@mdhorsemen.com; texting a photo of the tax
documents and badge to (443) 805-1995; or
dropping forms off at the MTHA Racetrack
Office at Laurel.
If you need instruction on how to fill
out the online form in English or Español
on a computer or iPhone, call Diana Pinones at 410-902-6844, Tom LaMarra at (859)
492-8365 or Jessica Hammond at (301)
776-0404. The MTHA staff would prefer
that if you visit the office for assistance,
please do so in the morning in the Recreation Room office at Laurel rather than
during live racing. You are welcome to
schedule an appointment.

MTHA Express
Rolls On
The MTHA operates a free shuttle service
dubbed the MTHA EXPRESS, which is available on
designated days to currently licensed backstretch
employees. The shuttle takes individuals to places
such as supermarkets, local shopping centers, laundromats, medical appointments and social outings.
The shuttle is operated by MTHA Recreation
Director Dan Mangum (410-802-5798).

MJC Requests Change In Schedule
The Maryland Jockey Club plans to move the
nine August racing dates scheduled for Pimlico
Race Course to September under a request submitted to the Maryland Racing Commission. The
MRC meeting was set for May 3.
The switch is a result of a previously scheduled event at Pimlico—the 2022 Moonrise Festival Aug. 6-7. So Laurel would take over the following racing dates (all Friday through Sunday): Aug.
5-7, Aug. 12-14 and Aug. 19-21.
The Maryland State Fair at Timonium will

then race Friday through Sunday, Aug. 26-28; and
Friday through Monday, Sept. 2-5.
Pimlico would race three days a week on a
Friday-through-Sunday schedule in September.
The dates are Sept. 9-11, Sept. 16-18 and Sept.
23-25.
The MJC said the customary September
stakes schedule would remain intact, but there
would be some distance changes because of the
configuration of the Pimlico dirt and turf courses.

Beyond The Wire would like to
thank owner Matt Washer and the Estate
of Phyllis Soboczenski for the generous
donations it recently received. Soboczenski, a supporter of racehorse aftercare,
had horses with trainer Hugh McMahon
before she passed away in 2021.

MATCH Series Fires
Up At Laurel Park
Kaylasaurus, Deciding Vote, Chez Pierre
and Disco Pharoah were the winners of their
respective divisions as the 2022 MATCH Series
kicked off over two weekends in April at Laurel
Park.
The series now
moves to Pennsylvania—at Parx
Racing Tuesday,
June 14 (two turf
stakes), and at
Hollywood Casino
at Penn National
Race Course the
evening of Friday,
June 17 (two dirt
stakes). Laurel will host another full round of
the MATCH Series Saturday, July 16.
Kaylasaurus, who has shown a fondness for
the Laurel Park dirt surface, rallied from last to
capture the $100,000 Primonetta Stakes (Filly
and Mare Sprint—Dirt division) with Horacio Karamanos aboard. Kaylasaurus, owned
by Bush Racing Stable, Liberty House Racing,
BlackRidge Stables and George Saufley, won
the Willa On the Move Stakes at Laurel in her
2021 MATCH Series debut in late December
after having been claimed for $25,000 in her
previous outing.
Prodigy Doll,
owned by HnR
Notthaft
and
trained by Phil
Schoenthal at Fair
Hill, finished a
good second.
Kaylasaurus, a
6-year-old Pennsylvania-bred mare by
Munnings, is based
at Penn National with trainer Tim Kreiser, who
said he likes this year’s MATCH Series schedule,
particularly with a race at Penn National and another one at Laurel, and will plan the rest of the
mare’s 2022 campaign around the series.
Deciding Vote, owned and bred by William
Pape and trained by Edward Graham at Fair
Hill, hadn’t raced since a winning effort on the
turf at Laurel in October 2021. But she picked
up where she left off with a solid off-the-pace
score in the one-mile $100,000 Dahlia Stakes
under jockey Angel Suarez, who returned to the
Mid-Atlantic region after riding during the winter in Louisiana.
Deciding Vote, a 5-year-old Mr. Speaker
mare who won for the fourth time, has raced on
the turf at multiple Mid-Atlantic tracks and fig-

ures to be a factor in the Filly and Mare Long—
Turf division this year.
Lael Stables, which has won multiple MATCH
Series stakes with horses that have gone on to
win graded stakes, may have another one in
Chez Pierre, who
won the $100,000
Henry Clark Stakes
(3-Year-Olds and
Up Long—Turf division) at one mile
on the grass with
Daniel
Centeno
aboard. Penn National-based Mandate was second,
with Maryland-bred champion Field Pass third.
Purchased at auction as a 2-year-old, the
4-year-old French-bred gelding by Mehmas won
his first three races, all at six furlongs on the
grass, in France. He is trained by Arnaud Delacour.
In a field of well-seasoned sprinters on
April 16, it was the lightly-raced Disco Pharoah who took the lead in the final eighth of
a mile and pulled away to win the $100,000
Frank Y. Whiteley Stakes (3-Year-Olds and Up
Sprint—Dirt division). Trained at Belmont Park
by Raymond Handal, Disco Pharoah, who was
supplemented to
the Whiteley, won
a maiden special
weight event at Aqueduct Racetrack
by 19 1/2 lengths
in his previous
outing. The 4-yearold gelding by
American Pharoah
owned by Perrine
Time Thoroughbreds and Blue Lion Thoroughbreds had raced only two other times in the fall
of 2021.
Disco Pharoah was ridden by Jevian Toledo.
Ejetero LLC’s Mohaafeth, trained by Elvis Trujillo, rallied widest of all on the turn and in the
stretch to nose out Threes Over Deuces, trained
by Gary Capuano, for second.
The 3-Year-Olds and Up Sprint—Dirt division was won in 2018, 2019 and 2021 by Hillside Equestrian Meadows’ Laki, who was based
at Laurel with trainer Damon Dilodovico. Laki
will not compete this year as he was retired to
owner Buck Kalinowski’s farm in Connecticut
to prepare for life after racing.
“He meant everything to us,” Dilodovico
said. “To have a Maryland-bred perform like

REMINDER:
In Today
Sign Use
Mandatory

The Maryland Jockey Club is again reminding horsemen to use the red-and-white
“In Today” signs on horses’ stalls as part of
important race-day protocol at Laurel Park
and Pimlico.
The signs, which are available at the
MTHA office in the Laurel grandstand, are
recommended as part of National Thoroughbred Racing Association Safety and Integrity Alliance best practices for security in
the barn area. They are designed in part to
assist regulatory veterinarians in identifying
horses that are scheduled to receive Lasix on
race day.
that and develop a following, it was really something for me and my family.”
Laki, now 9 years old, won 11 of 38 starts
for earnings of more than $830,000. Laki competed in 14 MATCH Series stakes over the three
years, the most of any horse since the series
returned in 2018.
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