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Northview Stallion Station
Joins As Partner With
Beyond The Wire
MARYLAND THOROUGHBRED AFTERCARE

Aftercare
Funding
Initiative
Begining
Jan. 1
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association Board of Directors recently approved an initiative designed
to increase funding for the Beyond The
Wire aftercare program.
Effective Jan. 1, 2022, pending review from the Maryland Racing Commission, there will be an assessment of
1.5% on the price of a claimed horse at
Maryland racetracks. For example, the
new owner or ownership group that
claims a horse for $10,000 would pay a
$150 assessment that would be used to
support racehorses accepted by Beyond
The Wire.
The program is similar to one in
New York, where in 2019 the New York
THA and New York Racing Association
instituted a mandatory 1.5% aftercare
assessment on claimed horses. The
Maryland program will be “opt out,”
meaning the 1.5% assessment will be
charged unless an owner or ownership
group signs an opt-out form that will be
available in the MTHA office in the Laurel Park grandstand.
Continued on Page 2

Northview Stallion Station, located in
Chesapeake City, Md., has partnered with
Beyond The Wire to provide financial assistance
for “sanctuary” horses—retired Thoroughbred
racehorses that cannot move on to second careers.
It is a major step forward for Maryland’s
Thoroughbred aftercare program.
Northview, which stands nine
stallions including Great Notion, the
current leading stallion in Maryland,
was launched in 1989
by the late Richard
G old e n , D r. To m
Bowman, and the
late Allaire DuPont.
For the past few years, Golden’s son, Michael,
has overseen operations at the farm. David Wade,
General Manager of Northview, said Michael
Golden has had a passion for retired racehorses
and was looking for mechanism to generate
financial support for them.
“Sanctuary horses need funding,” Wade said.
“Some of them spend the rest of their lives at a
farm because they’re not adoptable. Northview
wants to help fund that effort, and we’d like to
challenge other stallion farms to do the same.”
Wade said Northview will donate 5% of the
stud fees it collects from contracts. It can do so

from stallions wholly owned by Northview or
from the shares it owns in other stallions that
stand at the farm.
“This program is such a critical part of
the progressive efforts of the Maryland racing
industry to support all of our retiring
horses, whether they can have a second
career as a riding horse or not,” said
Laurie Calhoun, who operates the Union
Bridge, Md.-based Foxie G Foundation,
a Thoroughbred
Aftercare Associationaccredited facilit y
that works closely
with the Beyond The
Wire program. “It concentrates heavily on horses
with past racing injuries that need extensive
rehabilitation. Given enough time and careful
management, the majority of these horses can
live a comfortable life in our sanctuary program if
they are not adopted out as companions or used in
ground-based, equine-assisted therapy programs.
“Since 2018, Foxie G has had five horses in an
equine assisted therapy program at the Baltimore
Agricultural Center, serving veterans and first
responders. We will also begin a new equineContinued on Page 3

MTHA’s Annual Christmas
Toy Drive Is Underway
The MTHA is accepting toys that will be
distributed to the children of backstretch
workers at Laurel Park and Pimlico
Race Course for Christmas.
With the MTHA Christmas Party
still on hiatus because of COVID-19,
owners, trainers and patrons are
encouraged to bring unwrapped toys to

the MTHA grandstand office at Laurel. Collection
of toys will continue through mid-December.
The toys will be distributed Saturday,
Dec. 18, at 11 a.m. in the Laurel Track
Kitchen, where hot chocolate and cookies
will be served and Santa Claus will visit
with the children.

MTHA/MJC Partner For
Groom Recognition Program
The Maryland Jockey Club is partnering
with the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association on a Best Turned Out Award to honor the unsung heroes of racing. For each race
on every live racing day, the groom of the best
turned out horse is awarded a $25 gift card and
recognized on television and simulcast broadcasts and by track announcer Dave Rodman.
The program began Thanksgiving Day,
when the winners were awarded a $100 gift
card provided by sponsor Fidelity First Home
Mortgage, which is headed by Maryland Thoroughbred owner Dan Eubanks.
Eubanks, who spent a lot of time working
with horses growing up both at the racetrack
and on the farm, operates Rising Sun Racing

Stables as well as overseeing Fidelity First.
“Grooms spend more attention and time
with horses than anybody at the racetrack,” Eubanks said. “They clean stalls, brush the horses,
and do so many other things. I know grooms
who have had serious relationships with horses—they got upset when a horse got claimed.
It’s important for me to (participate in the recognition program) because it’s about supporting
the most important people on the backstretch.”
Judges examine the presentation and appearance of both horse and groom in the paddock to determine a winner for each race. The
MJC is in the process of lining up other one-day
sponsors for the new groom recognition program.

Aftercare, continued from Page 1
In a related matter, Beyond The Wire
is offering opportunities to sponsor a retired racehorse for the holiday season and
beyond. Occasionally, horses have medical
problems or even more rare, behavioral
problems, that make it very difficult for
them to be adopted. Sometimes, it is in the
best interest of the horse to live out their
days at one of our Thoroughbred Aftercare
Alliance-accredited facilities.
If you love horses, have a connection
to a particular horse, love racing, are an
animal lover or just want to do something

that makes you feel good, please consider
“sponsoring” one of our beautiful Thoroughbreds this holiday season. The list of
sponsor horses appears at beyondthewire.
org. Please include the name of the horse
with your PayPal donation at the top of the
PayPal page.
Current sponsor opportunities include
hay for a week ($25), shoes for a month
($125), X-rays for a checkup ($250), one
month of board ($300), or any other
amount.

Over 450 Meals
Served to
Backstretch

About 450 backstretch workers and trainers, along with some members of the Maryland
Jockey Club staff, were treated to a free full
Thanksgiving dinner at Laurel Park and Pimlico
Race Course on Thursday, Nov. 25.
The tradition of providing Thanksgiving
dinner sponsored by the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and provided by
the Paz family began decades ago in Maryland.
This year’s meal featured turkey along with
stuffing, mashed potatoes, green beans and
corn. The MJC, which distributes apple and
pumpkin pies to patrons during the Thanksgiving Day racing program, provided free full pies
of choice for those who visited the two track
kitchens for meals.
The dinners were served from 6 a.m. to 3
p.m.
The MTHA each year also offers a free
Christmas Day breakfast at Laurel and Pimlico
in partnership with the Paz family, which operates both track kitchens.

Commission Urges Use Of December
Injury Reporting Form Racing Day
Added To
Calendar

Horsemen and private veterinarians are reminded that the Maryland Racing Commission has an
online Injury Reporting Form that should be used to report injuries during track at all Thoroughbred
tracks in the state.
“This is important in our effort to track training injuries,” MRC Executive Director Mike Hopkins
said. “It’s also important to see if there is a pattern of a type of injury and where it occurred on the
racetrack.”
The form asks for basic information as well the location on the track where the injury occurred,
the type of injury, whether radiographs were taken, and the veterinary diagnosis for the injury. The
reporting of injuries during training was part of a Nov. 10 discussion among horsemen and Maryland
Jockey Club officials in relation to keeping the track maintenance abreast of any issues.

A sincere thank you to Maryland Jockey
Club for donating hundreds of fresh pies
to Backstretch workers this Thanksgiving.

As Maryland returns to a three-day racing
week beginning in December, the Maryland
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and
Maryland Jockey Club agreed to add an additional day of racing—Monday, Dec. 27—at Laurel Park.
December racing will be offered Friday
through Sunday for the first three weeks of the
month, followed by a six-day break from Dec. 2025. The Sunday, Dec. 26, program that features
the four final stakes in the 2021 MATCH Series
was already scheduled. After the added Monday
card, the fall meet will end Friday, Dec. 31.
The 2022 season opens Saturday, Jan. 1.

Gillam Begins Job As
Second MJC Veterinarian
The Stronach Group (1/ST RACING) has
hired a second veterinarian who will be based
at the Maryland Jockey Club racetracks.
Dr. Virginia “Ginny” Gillam, who has
served as Associate Commission Veterinarian
for the Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission at Delaware Park, will begin her new
job as MJC Association Veterinarian Nov. 10.
She will work alongside Dr. Heidi Thomas,
who was hired as MJC Senior Veterinarian in
August 2020.
Gillam, who at Delaware Park was one of
two vets who supported DTRC Chief Veterinarian Dr. Susan Botts, will primarily be observing horses in training and during live racing,
and having follow-up discussions with horsemen as needed. She will also assist in doing
spot-check examinations on horses.
“We are there (during training hours), and
Northview, continued from Page 1
assisted therapy partnership in 2022, where up
to 10 of our sanctuary horses will be used. Horses
are natural healers and they can give back so
much to our community. Northview’s generous,
lead gift in support of these horses will literally be
life-changing for horses that have not had many
options in the past thanks to the caring efforts of
Michael Golden and David Wade.”
Beverly Strauss of MidAtlantic Horse Rescue,
another TAA-accredited farm that partners with
Beyond The Wire, agreed with Calhoun.
“Maryland racing does a good job filtering
horses off the track and into TAA-accredited
facilities, but the number of horses needing
sanctuary care that are not rideable is significant,”
Strauss said. “It puts a strain on each (partner)
organization. These horses need ongoing support
from the racing and breeding industry—we owe
this much to them.”
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if we see something that concerns us during
training, we go to the barn and check on the
horse,” Gillam said. “The same thing happens
during racing. We’re also trying to keep a resource of any exams on a regular basis. When
it’s entered in the InCompass system, the (regulatory) vets can see those exams.”
Gillam served an internship at the New
Bolton Center at the University of Pennsylvania
School of Veterinary Medicine before entering
private practice. She primarily worked with
broodmares on various farms and also with
steeplechase horses and fox hunters. At the
racetrack, Gillam administered race-day Lasix,
first as a private practitioner in Delaware and
Maryland, and then as a third-party vet when
the Lasix regulations were changed.
About five years ago she began subbing
for regulatory vets during training and racing

at Delaware Park, and her responsibilities increased over time.
“I really did like it,” Gillam said. “I really
think the job suits me. It all kind of fell into
place.”

Laurel Park $2-Million
Winter Stakes Schedule
Announced
The first three months of racing in Maryland in 2022 will feature 17 stakes valued at a
total of $2 million, according to a schedule released by the Maryland Jockey Club.
The stakes will be clustered to make for three
big Saturdays, with six on Jan. 22, six on Feb. 19
and five on March 19. Two Grade III stakes—the
General George and Barbara Fritchie—will carry
$250,000 purses and be run Feb. 19, which is President’s Day weekend. Racing will be held Friday
through Monday that weekend.
Date
1/22/22
1/22/22
1/22/22
1/22/22
1/22/22
1/22/22
2/19/22
2/19/22
2/19/22
2/19/22
2/19/22
2/19/22
3/19/22
3/19/22
3/19/22
3/19/22
3/19/22

Race
The Jennings (MD Bred/MD Sired)
Geisha (MD Bred/MD Sired)
Fire Plug
What A Summer
Xtra Heat
Spectacular Bid
General George - G3
Barbara Fritchie - G3
Wide Country
Miracle Wood
John B. Campbell
Nellie Morse
Beyond The Wire
Private Terms
Not For Love (MD Bred/MD Sired)
Conniver (MD Bred/MD Sired)
Harrison E. Johnson

The remainder of the stakes will each be
worth $100,000 including four for Marylandbred or Maryland-sired horses: the Jennings
and Geisha on Jan. 22 and the Not For Love and
Conniver on March 19. The restricted stakes in
recent years have carried a purse of $75,000.
With the exception of Monday racing Jan.
17 and Feb. 21, live racing at Laurel will be held
on a Friday through Sunday schedule through
March, when the winter meet concludes.
2022 Purse
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$250,000
$250,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000

$2,000,000

Age
4YO & Up
4YO & Up
4YO & Up
4YO & Up
3YO
3YO
4YO & Up
4YO & Up
3YO
3YO
4YO & Up
4YO & Up
3YO
3YO
4YO & Up
4YO & Up
4YO & Up

Sex
Fillies and Mares
Fillies and Mares
Fillies

Fillies and Mares
Fillies

Fillies and Mares
Filles

Fillies and Mares

Distance
1 mile
1 mile
6 Fur
6 Fur
6 Fur
7 Fur
7 Fur
7 Fur
7 Fur
1 mile
1 1/16
1 1/16
1 mile
1 1/16
6 Fur
7 Fur
1 mile

$150 per person or
$1,300 for A Table of 10
TICKET includes
Open Bar, Appetizers,
Surf & Turf Buffet Dinner, Dessert
& Lite Fare at Midnight

new year’s
eve

Music and Dancing
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Laurie 301.667.2553 or visit
www. thefoxiegfoundation.org/
new-years-eve-masquerade-party/

for Foxie G

December 31, 2021 from 8:00 p.m. to 1 a.m.

at Dutch’s Daughter Restaurant, 581 Himes Avenue, Frederick, MD 21703

Thank you Dutch’s Daughter & Uniting to
Save Animals for sponsoring this event.
ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE HORSES AND
CATS AT THE FOXIE G FOUNDATION
WWW.THEFOXIEGFOUNDATION.ORG
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Our dedicated backstretch workers can enjoy a free

HOLIDAY
BREAKFAST
Christmas morning at Pimlico and Laurel Park
in the track kitchens compliments of MTHA.

