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Horseracing Integrity
And Safety Act
Signed Into Law
MTHA Election
Results Are In

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association is pleased to announce the results of its
Board of Directors election held in December.
Ballots were placed in the mail by IntelliScan,
a third-party election services company located
in Phoenixville, Pa., on Dec. 1. They were sent
to more than 2,500 licensed owners and trainers
with address information provided by the Maryland Racing Commission. In order to be eligible
to receive a ballot, a member must have had a
valid 2020 license issued by the MRC on or before
Nov. 1, 2020.
Completed ballots were due to be returned
(not postmarked) to Intelliscan in a prepaid envelope provided with the ballot on or before Dec. 31
to be eligible to be counted.
The following 15 individuals received the
highest number of votes. The MTHA Board of
Directors has 15 members—seven owners, seven
trainers, and the individual with the next highest number of votes being seated as an at-large
Director regardless of whether they are an owner
or trainer.
Each board member is elected to a three-year
term.
Owners: Linda Gaudet, JoAnn Hayden, Joseph “Josh” Pons, Larry Johnson, Michael Horning, Charles “Chip” Reed, David Wade and Ellen
Charles (at-large).
Trainers: Graham Motion, Mike Trombetta,
Katharine Voss, Lacey Gaudet, Tim Keefe, Phil
Schoenthal and Ferris Allen.
Linda Gaudet, Hayden, Johnson, Horning,
Reed, Motion, Trombetta, Voss, Keefe, Schoenthal
and Allen were incumbents.

The Horseracing Integrity and Safety Act,
which will require uniform safety and performance standards, an anti-doping and medication control program and a racetrack safety
program for the industry, was signed into law
by President Donald Trump Dec. 27 as part
of a $2.3 trillion spending and COVID-19 assistance package.
The United States House of Representatives and Senate passed the measure about
a week earlier. HISA, which would create an
authority to oversee racing industry policy and
procedures and place the United States AntiDoping Agency in charge of equine drug-testing and enforcement, officially will take effect
July 1, 2022, although aspects of it could be
in place earlier. A Nominating Committee was
created in the fall of 2020 to select members of
the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority.
The Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association is among the organizations that weighed
in on HISA and offered the suggestion that it
should be expanded to include equine health
and safety provisions.

“The passage of the Horseracing Integrity
and Safety Act is the culmination of a collective effort of liked-minded industry organizations who fostered compromises in an effort
to achieve uniform and necessary mandated
medication, testing and safety standards to protect the health, safety and welfare of our horses
and maintain the integrity of our sport above
reproach,” THA Chief Executive Officer Alan
Foreman said. “We have quietly, but forcefully,
participated in this effort, and appreciate that we
had the ability to participate at the Congressional level through Senate Majority Leader McConnell and Congressmen Barr, Tonko and Pallone.
“Although the bill is not perfect and has
caused some concerns that we understand, it
is clear that this new paradigm for the industry is necessary if we are serious about the future of our sport. We are particularly pleased
that the original bill was expanded to mandate safety and welfare standards for our horses as we have been doing in the Mid-Atlantic
region, and a better-defined role for USADA
that speaks to their strengths and our needs.
“As we’ve said previously, we intend to roll
up our sleeves and collaborate with our industry partners and the new authority to achieve
a seamless transition. While change is never
easy and valid concerns must be addressed
and resolved, we are at a critical time for our
industry. The enactment of the Horseracing
Integrity and Safety Act provides us with a
unique opportunity to change the image of
our sport and engender confidence in
the future.”

Spending Bill Includes Provisions For
Racehorse Depreciation, H-2B Visa Program
The National Thoroughbred Racing Association reported that the $2.3
trillion federal spending package for 2021 includes three-year tax depreciation for all racehorses through 2021. Uniform three-year racehorse depreciation was among numerous tax provisions across many industries
that were set to expire at the end of 2020.
The provision extends the
three-year depreciation schedule
for all racehorses through 2021
and allows taxpayers to depreciate, on a three-year schedule, racehorses less than 24 months of age
when purchased and placed into
service. In the past, racehorses of
that age were depreciated on a
seven-year schedule.
The accelerated schedule better reflects the length of a typical
racehorse’s career and is more equitable for owners, said the NTRA,
which noted that maintaining the
three-year recovery period for
racehorse purchases has been a
top legislative priority since 2008.
The NTRA also said a series of current H-2B visa program provisions
are set to continue as part of the omnibus legislation. H-2B visa program
policies set to continue include: authority for the Department of Homeland
Security, in consultation with the Department of Labor, to increase the H-2B
cap for fiscal year 2021 by up to about 69,000 visas if it determines that the

needs of seasonal businesses cannot be met with U.S. workers; continuation of the use of private wage surveys for prevailing wage determinations; a prohibition against DOL enforcing the corresponding employment
and three-quarters guarantee provisions of its H-2B regulations relating to
total work hours; and provisions
extending the maximum employment season for up to 10 months
as opposed the nine-months in
current DOL regulations.
The H-2B visa guest worker
program is a nonimmigrant visa
program used by many industries
that need temporary non-agricultural help when domestic workers
are unavailable. For the horseracing industry, racehorse trainers
rely heavily on the H-2B program
to fill various backstretch positions. Demand for H-2B visas often exceeds their availability and
the cap level is quickly reached, leaving employers without sufficient help.
The NTRA, through its involvement with the H-2B Workforce Coalition, supports efforts for comprehensive reform of the guest worker visa
program.

Commission Approves Update That
Expands State’s Void Claim Regulation
The Maryland Racing Commission has approved an update that expands the state’s “void
claim” regulation.
The MRC at its most recent meeting on Dec.
2 approved the measure with emergency status,
which is designed to speed up the adoption
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process. MRC Executive Director Mike Hopkins
said it is possible the regulation could be in
place in January 2021, but it depends upon the
schedule of the state Legislative Review Committee.
The current regulation states that “a claim is
voidable at the sole direction of the new owner,
for a period of one hour after a race is made official, for any horse that is vanned off the track
after the race at the discretion of the State Veterinarian.” The updated language adds that a
claim can be voided, for a period of one hour
after a race is made official, if a horse “is sent to
the detention barn and observed to be lame by
the State Veterinarian.”
The MRC in December also approved final
regulations authorizing a ban on race-day Lasix
in graded stakes and expanded restrictions
on shock wave therapy. Both began moving
through the regulatory process months ago.
Earlier this year, the MRC approved a revised Lasix regulation that bans use of the therapeutic medication within 48 hours of a race
for 2-year-olds only. In 2021, the prohibition

will extend to all graded stakes run at Maryland
racetracks. Non-graded stakes are not part of
the prohibition.
Under Maryland’s Lasix regulation, the
2-year-olds of 2020 that turned 3 on Jan. 1 are
eligible to race on Lasix.
Regarding shock wave therapy, a horse is
not permitted to race within 10 days of receiving such a treatment. The new regulation extends the 10-day stand-down to training and
workouts.
In other business, the MRC signed off on
a recommendation by the Maryland-Bred Race
Advisory Committee to maintain the current
percentages for breeder and stallion purse bonuses through June 2021 with a caveat that they
may need to be altered should COVID-19 restrictions impact racing’s revenue stream. Currently, the breeder bonus is 25% and the stallion
bonus 8.33%. The numbers were reduced from
30% and 10%, respectively, given the early-2020
shutdown of live racing and casino gambling in
Maryland for roughly three months.

Process Underway
To Select Owner,
Trainer and
Jockey Of The Year

Racing Surface Seminar Offered
As CE Program Launches
The Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
will host the first in a series of online continuing education seminars starting in January. It will
provide Maryland horsemen with an opportunity
to earn credit toward a CE program that will take
effect when a Maryland Racing Commission regulation receives final approval.
Mick Peterson, executive director of the Racing Surfaces Testing Laboratory, will kick off the
series with a presentation on Racetrack Safety
and RSTL’s Maintenance Quality System, which
is a research-based electronic data collection service that provides racetracks an efficient method
for assessing and maintaining the track surface.
Peterson also serves as director of the Racetrack
Safety Program, and is a professor in the Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering Department at
the University of Kentucky.
The presentation will be held via Zoom on
Tuesday, Jan. 12, from 11 a.m.-noon. You must
register in advance for this meeting. To register,
go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZIsdO-urDssH9Iz2giIZefCO3pPcbqWyVx5
Trainers and assistant trainers who attend will
earn one hour of CE credit for participating in the
seminar. New York has a regulation requiring four
hours of CE annually for trainers and assistant trainers, and Maryland and West Virginia have started
the process to adopt the rule. The other states in
the Mid-Atlantic region are expected to implement
the CE regulation in 2021, and compliance will be a
condition of licensing in 2022.
More information and links to online courses
are available at THAracing.com.
The following CE advisory for trainers and
assistant trainers was issued by MRC Executive
Director Mike Hopkins:
Through the development of the Mid-Atlantic
Strategic Plan with other racing jurisdictions in
the region to enhance the safety and welfare of
the horses competing in races, the Maryland Racing Commission has adopted the recommended
requirement that all trainers and assistant trainers must complete a minimum of four (4) hours
of continuing education each calendar year to

remain eligible to renew their license. Presently
there are a number of approved continuing education courses available at the THA website.
These courses are also in the process of
being translated into Spanish as well. The curriculum will be updated from time to time. Additionally, we anticipate the offering of webinars
and or live seminars on equine health, safety and
welfare matters and trainer education that will
qualify for CE hours.
You are required complete four (4) hours of
continuing education during calendar year 2021
to be eligible to renew your license for 2022. You
are also required to retain and document the
continuing education courses you have taken or
participated in for four (4) years.
Below is the regulation adopted by the commission for your reference:
COMAR 09.10.01.57 B-1. Continuing Education.  (1) Effective January 1, 2022, and each
year thereafter, a trainer or an assistant trainer
may not be eligible to renew their license unless
they have completed 4 hours of continuing education during the previous calendar year.  (2) The
stewards may waive this requirement for good
cause or provide the applicant 30 days to complete the continuing education requirement.  (3)
At least 2 hours of continuing education shall
include a curriculum of equine health, safety,
and welfare.  (4) Continuing education requirements may be earned online or by attending live
courses that are approved by the commission.  (5)
Continuing education credits earned in other
jurisdictions may be used to satisfy this regulation.  (6) Trainers and assistant trainers shall retain their continuing education documentation
for 4 years.  (7) The commission or its designee
may request documentation from a licensee at
any time to ensure compliance with this regulation.  (8) Trainers and assistant trainers shall
certify on their license applications that they have
satisfied the requirements of this regulation.  (9)
Failure to comply with this regulation may result
in disciplinary action.

The process has begun for selecting the
Maryland Owner of the Year, Trainer of the
Year and Jockey of the Year for 2020.
The slate of candidates will be selected as
follows: three nominees per category will be
chosen by the MTHA Board of Directors and
two nominees per category will be picked by
the Maryland Jockey Club after the MTHA submission. The five finalists per category will be
voted upon by an independent panel.
Owners, trainers and jockeys must have at
least 20 starts in Maryland for the calendar year
and 50% of starters in Maryland. Based upon
that criteria, the following are the top-five by
number of wins and earnings in the state in
2020.
Owners: Robert Bone (30 wins and
$981,642 in earnings); James Wolf (23 wins and
$626,032 in earnings); Super C Racing (21 wins
and $512,330 in earnings); Michael Scheffres (18
wins and $458,091 in earnings); R D B Services
(14 wins and $227,596 in earnings).
Trainers: Claudio Gonzalez (101 wins and
$3,519,180 in earnings); Mike Trombetta (43
wins and $1,900,675 in earnings); John Robb (43
wins and $1,289,299 in earnings); Brittany Russell (39 wins and $1,313,154 in earnings); Dale
Capuano (37 wins and $1,265,335 in earnings).
Jockeys: Trevor McCarthy (99 wins and
$3,780,899 in earnings); Jevian Toledo (95 wins
and $3,568,607 in earnings); Sheldon Russell
(86 wins and $2,860,481 in earnings); Horacio
Karamanos (81 wins and $3,085,392 in earnings); Angel Cruz (64 wins and $2,654,806 in
earnings).
Criteria used in voting includes the number of winners and percentage in the money;
total earnings and average earnings per starter
in Maryland and overall; and stakes horses in
Maryland and elsewhere.
The awards will be presented later this
winter online along with the Maryland-bred
champions and breeder awards selected by the
Maryland Horse Breeders Association as well at
the Laurel Park and Pimlico Backstretch Workers of the Year.

Maryland Racing Text Alert System

Text MJCRACING to 95577 to sign up.

Your phone number will automatically be added to the messaging list.
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A. Ferris Allen, III
Ellen M. Charles
Lacey A. Gaudet
Linda S. Gaudet
R. Larry Johnson
JoAnn Hayden
Michael F. Horning
Timothy L. Keefe
H. Graham Motion
Joseph P. Pons, Jr.
Charles J. Reed
Philip B. Schoenthal
Michael J. Trombetta
Katharine M. Voss
David H. Wade

