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Maryland Racing
Is Back In Business

Virtual sign-ups for the Maryland Backstretch Pension Plan are necessary this year
because of ongoing physical-distancing procedures issued by state government officials because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The virtual signups began a few weeks ago,
and it is very important for everyone who is eligible to sign up as soon as possible to ensure
you receive your benefit that is based on 2019
tax information. Under the plan’s rules, signups
are held every year.

The deadline to apply is July 1.
Anyone employed in the care of horses on
the backstretch, including trainers, are eligible
to participate in the program. However, the employee must have worked a minimum of 1,000
hours during the specified year in Maryland and
provide documentation to that effect.
Benefits become available at the age of 65,
or at age 55 with 25 years of service. The MTHA
Board of Directors earlier this year voted to
increase the annual amount available for the
Pension Plan to $900,000 this year, up from
$750,000 last year. Make sure to take advantage
Continued on Page 2

Live racing returned to Laurel Park May
30 after a two-and-a-half-month shutdown
with full fields and enthusiasm by participants despite strict protocols and procedures
necessary to support COVID-19 mitigation.
Reports from the first two days of racing since mid-March were for the most part
positive in terms of horsemen and their staff
following the protocols.
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, in conjunction with the
Maryland Jockey Club, The Stronach Group
and MedStar Health, prepared a lengthy
document outlining the protocols and procedures and presented it to state and county
officials. The MTHA is reviewing protocols
each day and if necessary making recommendations to the MJC; loosening of some
restrictions is dependent upon state action
regarding the “Maryland Strong: Road to Re-

covery” program.
The first two programs May 30-31 featured 20 races, about half of them on turf,
that generated a combined $8.4 million in
pari-mutuel handle. Laurel and the state’s
off-track betting network will remain closed
to patrons pending authorization from Gov.
Larry Hogan.
The Maryland Racing Commission May
28 approved the parameters of the Laurel
summer meet, which effectively allowed for
the reopening. After the first three days of
racing, including June 1, racing will be held
Friday, June 5; Saturday, June 6; and Monday,
June 8. Thereafter through Aug. 22, racing
will be held twice a week on Fridays and
Saturdays.
“We were hopeful live racing would reContinued on Page 2

Pension, Continued from page 1
of this important benefit offered by the MTHA.
The online form is available at the MTHA
website (mdhorsemen.com). It is encouraged
that as many applicants as possible use the online registration method.
You must submit a Form W2, Form 1099 or
a tax return documenting the earnings reported
on the registration form.
Other options are:
• Email a PDF or a photo of the tax documents to info@mdhorsemen.com.
• Drop a copy of the text documents in one
of the secure drop-boxes labeled Pension Document Drop-off at the stable gates at Laurel Park
and Pimlico Race Course.
• Text a photo of your tax documents to
(443) 805-1995.
• Call the MTHA office at 410-902-6844 to
arrange drop-off or mailing of documents. The
address to mail is MTHA, 500 Redland Court,
Suite 105, Owings Mills, MD 21117.
Back, Continued
turn in May,” MTHA President Tim Keefe
said. “It has been a difficult couple of
months for the entire Maryland racing
industry, and we’d like to thank all the
owners, trainers and hundreds of backstretch employees who remained dedicated to the care, health and welfare of
our racehorses during the shutdown of
live racing. We will have some challenges
moving forward given the fluid COVID-19
situation, but the MTHA continues to be
strongly committed to ensuring the future success of our industry in the state.”
“These past two months or so have
been incredibly challenging,” MRC Chairman Mike Algeo said after the vote to approve the summer meet at Laurel. “Many
people in the racing industry worked
very hard to get us to this point.”
The MTHA will regularly provide updates on changes in protocol or restrictions such as when owners may be permitted to come to the track to watch their
horses compete.
At the outset, Laurel will accept entries
for only Maryland-based horses—those
stabled at Laurel, Pimlico, Fair Hill Training Center and farms in the state. The MJC
earlier took inventory of available horses
at its two racetracks and fashioned the
new 15-day condition book accordingly.
Many of the protocols and best practices are already in place for training in
the stable areas at Laurel and Pimlico
Race Course. The MJC said it contemplates “live racing only at Laurel Park
for the duration of COVID-19 restrictions
in order to limit the travel of personnel,
horsemen and horses.”

The Doctor Is In By Appointment Only
Because of COVID-19 restrictions geared
toward the health and safety of the backstretch
community, the Horsemen’s Health System is
not allowing walk-in patients in the MTHA office in the Laurel Park grandstand at this time.
Dr. Kelly Ryan, one of MedStar Health’s doctors, has offered to see patients on an appointment-only basis on live racing days. Those who
make appointments are asked to go to the main
grandstand entrance with their Maryland Racing Commission badge so a security guard can
escort them to the MTHA office.
Please call 410-902-6844 to make an appointment.

It’s official: Preakness
at Pimlico set for Oct. 3

The 2020 Preakness Stakes will be run Oct.
3 at Pimlico Race Course, Maryland Gov. Larry
Hogan and 1/ST (The Stronach Group) President Belinda Stronach announced May 16 on
NBC.
The announcement was made during NBC
Sports’ nationally televised broadcast, “The
Middle Jewel: American Pharoah’s Run to the
Triple Crown.” The Preakness Stakes, which
would have been run May 16 but was postponed due to coronavirus (COVID-19), will not
include InfieldFest this year.
Plans for Black-Eyed Susan Day, traditionally held the day before the Preakness, will be
announced later.
“Under normal circumstances,
I would have stood today at Pim-

lico Race Course with Ms. Stronach to present
the Woodlawn Vase to the winner of the 145th
Preakness Stakes,” Hogan said. “But, as we all
know, these are not ordinary circumstances. I
am delighted that we were successful in working with 1/ST, the Maryland Jockey Club and all
who are connected to Maryland’s Thoroughbred
racing industry to set the new date of Oct. 3.”
The Preakness this year will follow the Kentucky Derby, which is scheduled for Sept. 5.
The Belmont Stakes will run first, on June
20.
“We all wish we could have been together
today to celebrate the Preakness but we stayed
home and stayed safe and now we can look forward to Preakness 145 on Oct. 3,” Stronach said.
“I would like to thank Gov. Hogan and all of the
state and local leaders along with our industry
stakeholders, racetrack communities and partners, including our broadcast partner
NBC Sports, for the ongoing
support and commitment to
racing in Maryland.”

Reminder To Horsemen On
Recently Adopted Policies
Automatic trainer commission
program

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association worked with the Maryland Jockey
Club to develop a system that will allow trainers
access to the standard commission from purses
in a more timely manner.
The MTHA Board of Directors unanimously
voted to implement the program, which permits the automatic deduction by the Horsemen’s
Bookkeeper of the standard 10% gross commission for trainers from all starters that finish first,
second or third in all overnight and stakes races
after purses are released. The hope is that the
program, similar to the one by which jockeys
are paid, helps get money to trainers more expeditiously, especially during this difficult economic period.
Trainers must enroll in this program in
advance. Applications will be processed and
verified within 30 days of submission of the
required paperwork, which includes the enrollment form and an IRS Form W9. Forms will
be available in the MTHA office and online at
mdhorsemen.com. The MTHA will verify that
forms are completed properly and will then
transmit them securely to the MJC Bookkeeping department.
Trainers who are successfully enrolled in
the program and verified will have funds available similar to the procedures regarding availability of the owners funds. The funds will consist of the trainer’s cleared earnings.

Medical records required for horses
claimed, sold or transferred

The Maryland Racing Commission earlier
amended regulations that now require the medical record of any horse that is claimed, sold
or transferred be provided to the new owner
within seven days of the claim, sale or transfer.
In order to comply with the regulation, a
“Horse Health Record” form must be completed
and submitted to MRC Equine Welfare and Medical Director Dr. Libby Daniel and Lasix Clerk
Melanie Martin. The form asks for information
such as immunization dates, joint therapy and
radiographs.
The form is available at the MTHA website
(mdhorsemen.com).

Details on submission of
150-day layoff form

A form for horses that have been laid off for
more than 150 days must be filed with the Equine
Medical Director Dr. Libby Daniel under a MRC
policy that has been in place since Jan. 1, 2020.
The policy is as follows: “A horse that has
been off for more than 150 days shall be re-

quired to work 3 times, one within 30 days of
entry and one work of at least one-half mile. In
addition, the horse shall not be allowed to enter
or start until the attending practicing veterinarian signs off that the horse is sound for racing
and approval is obtained from the Equine Medical Director.”
The only change from that policy has been
that a regional form, to be used by the Equine
Medical Director, has been developed and is now
being used with the resumption of live racing.
The purpose is to identify horses that have
been laid off for an extensive time for medical
reasons and who may be at higher risk for a
breakdown. It is not intended for horses who
were given a break from racing for non-medical
reasons. We understand that many horses have
been impacted solely because of the COVID-19
shutdown.
You may enter to race but are requested to
get the form to Dr. Libby Daniel, or a waiver
from her, before race time. The form is available
at the MTHA website (mdhorsemen.com).

One-time waiver of claiming price

In light the shutdown of live racing at Laurel Park that began in mid-March, the Maryland Jockey Club and Maryland Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association agreed on a policy designed to assist owners now that live racing has
resumed. The MTHA Board of Directors signed
off on it May 1.
Under the policy, horses which have not
run since March 15—the last day of racing at
Laurel before the COVID-19 shutdown—may
enter a claiming race and waive the claiming
price if the horse is entered for a claiming price
not less than the claiming price for its last start.
For instance, if a horse raced for a $16,000 tag
and is entered in a claiming race with a price of
$16,000 or higher, the owner can opt to waive
the claiming price.
The rule is only applicable for a horse’s first
start back for a period of 90 days, starting with
May 30.
“Obviously, we’re trying to find ways to help
horsemen who have been struggling the last
two months,” MTHA President Tim Keefe said.
“The idea is, for owners who have claiming
horses that haven’t run for two months, it would
be a shame for them to run and be claimed immediately off the bat. It’s something we can do
to support horsemen.”

Horsemen’s Gate protocols
during live racing

The Maryland Jockey Club has issued the
following protocols for horsemen when they access Laurel Park through the Horsemen’s Gate

during live racing. The protocols began when
live racing resumed May 30 and remain in effect
until further notice.
• Everyone entering through the Horsemen’s Gate must have a face covering and their
Maryland Racing Commission badge. There are
no exceptions.
• Everyone will have their temperature
checked as they enter.
• The trainer or their representative responsible for saddling the horse will be the only
person allowed through the Horsemen’s Gate
for their specific race. Once the race is finished,
they must leave immediately through the Horsemen’s Gate.
• A racing official will be stationed at the
Horsemen’s Gate to collect papers, coggins, colors, checks for the bookkeeper, or anything else
that needs to go to the Racing Office.
• The claims box will be with the racing
official at the Horsemen’s Gate, where a claim
must still be dropped 10 minutes to post. No
one will be allowed past the gate to observe the
horses in the paddock.
• Any money that needs to get to the Horsemen’s Bookkeeper must either be wired (instructions are on the Laurel website) or be in
the form of an official bank check made out
to the Maryland Thoroughbred Purse Account
and given to the racing official at the Horsemen’s Gate.
• Please call the Racing Office if you are in
need of papers or colors or anything else so we
may get it out to the racing official at the Horsemen’s Gate.
• No family members, guests, owners,
or jockey agents will be allowed through the
Horsemen’s Gate.
• All grooms must have a MRC badge and
face coverings once they leave the receiving
barn or their respective barns to head to the
paddock for their race.
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Generosity At A Time Of Need Big Help
For Backstretch Community
The economic impact of COVID-19 on the racing industry brought forth the generosity of others in the form of a Pimlico Race Course “food
pantry” that became more than a one-time event
as intended and four different backstretch-wide
meals at Pimlico and Laurel Park provided by a
Thoroughbred owner based in Maryland.
Jessica Hammond of the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and her husband,
Scott, who manages the Maryland State Fair offtrack betting operation and also serves as a clocker at Pimlico for the Maryland Jockey Club, saw
a need in the backstretch community during the

live racing shutdown that led some to be unemployed. Through connections at their farm, people offered to donate food or money to purchase
food. Facebook posts led to even more assistance.
“We had grocery bags for each person, and
the last time we did it we had less food, so we
pre-organized about 40 bags at home,” Hammond said. “And last time, the Maryland Horse
Breeders Association donated polo shirts, hats
and insulated lunch bags, which the backstretch
workers loved. This started informally, but so
many people wanted to donate so we kept it going during this difficult time for many people.”

MTHA
500 Redland Court, #105
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
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Don’t Forget Your Masks
It is imperative that all those who work in the stable areas at Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course
adhere to The Stronach Group’s safety protocols regarding protective masks or other face
coverings. Anyone entering either facility
must wear a face mask at all times.
The masks have been distributed
to backstretch workers, trainers, assistant trainers and exercise riders. If you
need one please see a member of the MJC
security team.
MTHA arranged for the making and shipment of reusable face masks for those on the backstretch. The equipment was manufactured by Cathy
Morse and Laura Bravo and funded by the Maryland
Horsemen’s Assistance Foundation.

Stewart Nickel, who operates the Winners
Circle Partners Thoroughbred ownership operation, recently contacted Bobby Lillis of the
MTHA and generously offered to provide free
breakfast and lunch at the MJC tracks for a total
of four meals. Nickel’s donation paid for food
prepared in the Laurel track kitchen by Miguel
Paz and his staff and, under COVID-19 protocol,
meals such as baked chicken with several sides
were served in take-out containers.
Lillis said about 200 breakfast meals and
roughly 300 lunches will have been served from
May 11-15 courtesy of Nickel.
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