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Community Automatic 10% Trainer
Mourns
Commission Program
Passing Of
Ready
To
Launch
Martin Mora
The Maryland racing community is mourning the loss of Martin Mora, a Maryland Jockey
Club security guard and former backstretch
worker who died the morning of April 18 at his
home in Laurel. He was 56.
Mora was well-recognized by many at the
MJC racetracks because of his presence in the
winner’s circle on live racing days. Part of his
security job was monitoring activities and assisting longtime track photographer Jim McCue
at the finish line. And if there was precipitation, he held the umbrella over McCue and his
camera.
“He was more than just a security guard—
he was a great friend and he had a good sense
of humor,” McCue said. “I relied on him. He
took care of me when it rained. One year just
before the Preakness he had emergency surgery
on his leg, and I remember asking (former MJC
President Tom Chuckas) if Martin could come
back and handle the winner’s circle. He told
me, ‘As long as he gets clearance from a doctor.’ Martin really wanted to come back. He was
with me for eight to 10 years.”
Mora spent many years
working in the barn area
at Laurel Park and was
on trainer Larry Murray’s team before Murray retired from training about five years
Continued
on Page 2

In advance of a resumption of live racing, the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association has worked with the Maryland
Jockey Club to develop a system that will allow trainers access to the standard commission from purses in a more timely manner.
The MTHA Board of Directors on March
31 unanimously voted to implement the program, which permits the automatic deduction by the Horsemen’s Bookkeeper of the
standard 10% gross commission for trainers
from all starters that finish first, second or
third in all overnight and stakes races after
purses are released. The hope is that the
program, similar to the one by which jockeys are paid, helps get money to trainers
more expeditiously, especially during this
difficult economic period.

Trainers must enroll in this program
in advance. Applications will be processed
and verified within 30 days of submission
of the required paperwork, which includes
the enrollment form and an IRS Form W9.
Forms will be available in the MTHA office
and online at mdhorsemen.com. The MTHA
will verify that forms are completed properly
and will then transmit them securely to the
MJC Bookkeeping department.
Trainers who are successfully enrolled
in the program and verified will have funds
available similar to the procedures regarding
availability of the owners funds. The funds
will consist of the trainer’s cleared earnings.
The program has been discussed by the
MTHA over the last few years in response to
Continued on Page 2

Virtual Pension Sign-Ups
To Begin With Webinar
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association will offer an educational webinar on
Tuesday, May 12, to explain procedures necessary to sign up for the Backstretch Pension Program this year.
The webinar will be held from 2-3 p.m. To
register, please visit mdhorsemen.com. The link
will also be sent via email and text to eligible
particpants with current contact information on
file.
Virtual sign-ups are necessary this year beContinued on Page 2

Martin Mora, Continued from page 1
ago. At that time, he was pulling double duty
walking hots and then driving to the front side
as part of the security team.
Mora, who was bilingual, had an affinity for
those who work with racehorses on a daily basis and often assisted them.
“He helped a lot of them with filling out
forms and would take them to get fingerprinted,” said Diana Pinones, Racetrack Administrator for the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association. “He also helped out the MTHA by
driving the van twice a week to take backstretch
workers to appointments and stores. He wanted
to keep doing that as soon as we got back (to
racing after the shutdown).
“All the jockeys, trainers and owners knew
him and liked him. He was great guy.”
Major Mike Singletary, Vice President of
Security for the MJC, said Mora was a valuable
member of his team, in large part because he
spent most of his life in the racing industry.
“I was listening to our security guards talk
about him (after they heard Mora had passed),”
Singletary said. “They talked about the respect
they had for him, and had stories to tell. He was
in control in the winner’s circle. He grew up in
10%, Continued
feedback and suggestions by Marylandbased trainers.
“For a lot of trainers, getting the 10%
within a reasonable period of time is
important, especially at this time,” said
trainer Dale Capuano. “It will help with
cash flow, because the bills keep coming
on our end. The owners pay it anyway,
so I don’t see any negatives. It’s a good
thing from my perspective. It does work
well in Delaware.”
Delaware Park has used the automatic 10% trainer commission deduction
for first- through third-place finishes for
about 10 years, said Bessie Gruwell, Executive Director of the Delaware THA. It
has worked very well, she said, and is an
“extremely simple” process.
“The trainers absolutely love it,”
Gruwell said. “If they don’t want to do
it—some trainers have different deals
with owners—they can opt out, but traditionally most of them here have the 10%
deduction. New Jersey also does it, and
people who have come here from Oaklawn Park (in Arkansas) said they do it
there. It’s widely accepted—nobody complains about it.”
Many Maryland-based trainers ship
horses to Delaware Park to race throughout the course of the track’s meet and are
familiar with the automatic deduction.

racing and he taught us some things we needed
to know about racing.
“One of the blessings to come out of this is
that his son, Chris, is on the security team. I can
remember Martin approaching me a few years
ago and asking, ‘Can my son get a security job?’
He was 18 at the time and had been around
horses most of his life. We hired him, and now
we have an ongoing memory of Martin. His son
will step into his shoes and take over the winner’s circle.”

Singletary also said that Mora, by working beside McCue for many years, had learned
about photography and “had pretty good talent.
He was like an apprentice.”
Because of COVID-19 restrictions on gatherings, a memorial service for Mora at Laurel Park
will be arranged at the appropriate time.
The Maryland Horsemen’s Assistance Foundation is raising funds to help the Mora family
in this crucial time of need.

In light of the shutdown of live racing at
Laurel Park that began in mid-March, the Maryland Jockey Club and Maryland Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association have agreed on a policy designed to assist owners when racing resumes. The MTHA Board of Directors signed
off on it May 1.
Under the policy, horses which have not
run since March 15—the last day of racing at
Laurel before the COVID-19 shutdown—may
enter a claiming race and waive the claiming
price if the horse is entered for a claiming price
not less than the claiming price for its last start.
For instance, if a horse raced for a $16,000 tag
and is entered in a claiming race with a price of
$16,000 or higher, the owner can opt to waive
the claiming price.
The rule is only applicable for a horse’s first
start back for a period of 90 days, starting with
the first day live racing resumes in Maryland.
“Obviously, we’re trying to find ways to

help horsemen who have been struggling the
last two months,” MTHA President Tim Keefe
said. “The idea is, for owners who have claiming horses that haven’t run for two months,
it would be a shame for them to run and be
claimed immediately off the bat. It’s something
we can do to support horsemen, and it doesn’t
cost anything.”
“We wanted to do it so owners don’t have to
risk a horse (in the claim box) for its first start
back,” MJC President Sal Sinatra said. “They can
enter for a price if they want to, but they don’t
have to. We’ll leave it in place for 90 days until
things hopefully get back to normal.”
Sinatra said Racing Secretary Jillian Tullock
is working on a condition book for the initial
days when racing resumes at Laurel. Industry
officials have said they are hopeful that occurs
in mid- to late May.

One-Time Waiver On
Claiming Price Adopted
For Resumption Of Racing

Match Series
Canceled For 2020
The partners in the highly acclaimed Match
Series agreed to cancel the 2020 edition given
the ongoing uncertainty of racing schedules
and concerns about available purse money in
light of the coronavirus shutdown.
“Obviously, we are all disappointed, but it
was the right thing to do,” said MATCH Series
creator and THA Chairman Alan M. Foreman.
“No one wanted to compromise the quality
of the event and the brand we are building.
MATCH is a luxury, and the monies contributed by the horsemen’s organizations, racetracks
and breeders organizations to support the Series can be better used for the benefit of dayto-day racing when live racing returns. We have
the template ready to go for 2021 and will be
back bigger and better than ever.”

Pension, Continued

cause of ongoing physical-distancing requirements issued by state government
officials because of the coronavirus (COVID-19). Along with online transmission
of applications and tax documents such
as Form W2, the MTHA is considering
setting up backstretch collection boxes
to obtain forms and documents from
backstretch workers.
The MTHA urges participation in the
webinar so it can better accommodate
the needs of the members in the pension program. It is important so a midJuly deadline can be met.
The MTHA Board of Directors earlier
this year continued to affirm its support
for the Backstretch Pension Program
when it approved an increase in pension
funding to $900,000 from $750,000.

Governor Hogan’s
Plan Offers Hope For
Relaunch of Racing Soon
The “Maryland Strong: Roadmap to
Recovery” plan released April 24 by Gov.
Larry Hogan outlines four building blocks
and coronavirus (COVID-19) benchmarks
that must be met before a three-stage reopening of businesses and restart of activities can begin, and the governor indicated
he’s hopeful that can occur in early May.
The building blocks are procuring
a sufficient amount of personal protective equipment for frontline healthcare
workers, generating hospital surge capacity, having adequate testing capacity and
having a robust contact-tracing program,
according to the 30-page document. The
building blocks work in conjunction with
guidelines from the White House Coronavirus Task Force that state a 14-day downward trajectory of the metrics, or at least a
plateauing, is required before recovery can
move forward.
The key metrics in Maryland, Hogan
said, are the rate of hospitalization and the
number of patients admitted to intensive
care units.
“We hope to begin the recovery in early May,” Hogan said April 24. “I’m hopeful
because we’re starting to see it plateauing-but we’re not where we need to be yet. I’m
hopeful in saying early May and I’m going
to press to do that. Each of these recovery
stages need to be initiated in a safe, effective manner.”
The order of the recovery stages are
low-, medium- and high-risk activities.
Racing industry leaders believe live racing
under COVID-19 specific health and safety
protocol and with only essential personnel permitted access is very likely to be
included in the low-risk stage.
Laurel Park in mid-March offered
three racing programs under those
conditions, and more recently
the MTHA, MJC and MedStar
Health have added protocols
to a plan that will be submitted
to the Hogan administration. As
the plan progresses, the restrictions for racing operations would
be modified accordingly.
The
Maryland
Department
of Commerce,

at Hogan’s direction, formed 13 advisory
groups—including one for sports—and requested that every industry and business
“consider the economic, medical and societal factors surrounding reopening.” Kelly
Schulz, Secretary of the Department of
Commerce, oversaw the Maryland Racing
Commission in her previous post as Secretary of the Department of Labor, Licensing
and Regulation and has continued advocating for the industry in her current cabinet
position.
The Roadmap to Recovery plan notes
that decisions on which low-risk activities can resume “will not be announced
in whole as one package but rather as
a phased rollout over a period of time”
based upon White House protocols. The
plan states that decisions are being made
with the input of business and medical
leaders, and that first stage will focus on
the “broad category” of “quality of life” improvements.
The stay-at-home executive order will
transition to voluntary “safer-at-home”
guidance in the first stage. Directives on
physical distancing and the wearing of
masks or other face coverings will remain
in place when the recovery begins.
“It is important for Marylanders to realize that these lists (of businesses and activities in each stage) are non-exclusive and
subject to change depending upon COVID
conditions in the state,” the plan says.
Regarding the daily metrics such as
hospitalizations and ICU beds in use, Hogan noted that “three days does not make
a trend,” and that a one-day increase in the
metrics, for example, would not restart the
clock on the 14 days recommended by the
federal task force.
The racing industry is optimistic that, subject to appropriate safeguards, racing will be
permitted to resume soon.
Accordingly, it is advised to
take the appropriate steps to
plan for a possible mid-May resumption of live racing. Once
again, there is no guarantee,
but you should
be ready to
run should
it occur.

Advisory to
Maryland
Horsemen
On Aftercare
CANTER is a listing service run by volunteers that advertises retiring horses for owners
and trainers. In light of recent issues we have
encountered, Maryland horsemen are encouraged to first contact the Beyond The Wire aftercare program when they choose to retire a
racehorse.

MARYLAND THOROUGHBRED AFTERCARE

The CANTER listing service is not accredited by the Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance, and
because of that horsemen who use the service
are solely responsible for screening the buyers
and ensuring that the horses go to safe and secure homes with people who can properly care
for them. Also beware that unlike TAA-accredited facilities, CANTER offers no safety net for
horses should the rehoming situation not work
out. This fact makes it even more imperative
that the trainer be extremely honest and disclose all useful information, which is always in
the best interest of the horse.
Beyond The Wire’s partner farms are TAAaccredited and take their horses back should an
adoption not work out. Please contact Beyond
The Wire administrator Jessica Hammond at
301-776-0404 if you need to retire a horse.
“Our partner facilities have a lot of space despite the circumstances (related to COVID-19),”
Hammond said. “We’re still moving horses during this time.”
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Horsemen’s Health System Doesn’t Miss
A Beat During Covid-19 Shutdown
The Horsemen’s Health System, a cooperative among the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, Maryland Jockey Club and
MedStar Health, has maintained its regular activities during the COVID-19 shutdown—and
has been very involved in the plan to resume
live racing in a safe, effective manner.
MTHA Racetrack Administrator Diana Pinones has been available on a daily basis to take
calls or messages from backstretch employees
in need of having prescriptions filled or those
seeking medical information. She has worked
hand in hand with Dr. Kelly Ryan and the oth-

er MedStar physicians that provide services at
Maryland tracks. Ryan made arrangements to
provide eVisits and to be on site at Laurel Park
numerous days to see a
number of patients by appointment for things such
as blood-pressure checks.
The return of live racing in Maryland with only
essential personnel permitted requires a detailed plan of protocols and
procedures that must be followed. MedStar was
involved in this effort along with the MTHA,
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Don’t Forget Your Masks
It is imperative that all those who work in the stable areas at Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course
adhere to The Stronach Group’s safety protocols regarding protective masks or other face
coverings. Anyone entering either facility
must wear a face mask at all times.
The masks have been distributed
to backstretch workers, trainers, assistant trainers and exercise riders. If you
need one please see a member of the MJC
security team.
MTHA arranged for the making and shipment of reusable face masks for those on the backstretch. The equipment was manufactured by Cathy
Morse and Laura Bravo and funded by the Maryland
Horsemen’s Assistance Foundation.

MJC and The Stronach Group, which enacted
strict protocols in its bid to resume live racing in
California. The plan was submitted to officials
in the administration of Maryland Gov. Larry
Hogan in an effort to facilitate a reopening, albeit without patrons in attendance.
The MTHA also held webinars to provide updates during
the shutdown and to allow for
questions to be answered. One of them was
specific to jockeys, who will have to follow various health and safety practices.

STANDARD
PRE-SORT
US POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT #15
WESTMINSTER, MD

Board of Directors
Timothy L. Keefe, President
Linda S. Gaudet, Vice President
Dale Capuano, Vice President
Michael F. Horning, Treasurer
Katharine M. Voss, Secretary
A. Ferris Allen, III
R. Larry Johnson
JoAnn Hayden
Mark B. Lapidus
Robert T. Manfuso
Hugh I. McMahon
H. Graham Motion
Charles J. Reed
Philip B. Schoenthal
Michael J. Trombetta

