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Algeo
Reappointed
To MRC;
Davitt New
Chairman

Maryland Racing Commission Chairman
Michael Algeo announced at a Sept. 24 meeting
that it would be his last in the role of chairman,
but that he will remain a member of the commission.
Algeo said Emmet Davitt (above), appointed
to the MRC by Gov. Larry Hogan in February of
this year, would take over as chairman. Davitt is
a former state prosecutor who stepped down in
late 2019 after almost 10 years on the job.
Algeo, a former associate judge for Montgomery County Circuit Court, was appointed
in December 2016 along with businessman and
racehorse owner Konrad Wayson, who also was
reappointed to a four-year term on the MRC.
“I’d like to say ‘thank you’ to Gov. Hogan
for allowing me to serve as chairman,” Algeo
said. “I’m incredibly proud to have worked with
(commission members and industry stakeholders).”
Algeo, who has emphasized a need for
cooperation and communication within the
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Medstar Health’s
Mobile Unit To Visit
MTHA’s Health Fair
The MedStar Health Mobile Health Center, which was introduced in early September
to deliver primary care to vulnerable communities, will visit the Oct. 12 MTHA Health
Fair at Laurel Park.
This year’s Health Fair will be held adjacent the Laurel Recreation Room from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. under a tent because of COVID-19
health protocols. For those based at Pimlico
Race Course who wish to attend, a free shuttle will leave Pimlico at 11 a.m.
Services this year include flu shots,
bloodwork (comprehensive metabolic panels, or CMPs), and blood pressure screenings.
The services will be provided by MedStar
Sports Medicine, which staffs the Horsemen’s
Health System, and Adventist HealthCare
LifeWork Strategies.
Please note that 10-hour fasting is required for cholesterol tests. All bloodwork
results are confidential and will be sent to
the address that you provide. Free hamburgers and hot dogs will provided.
MedStar Health, a partner in the Maryland Horsemen’s Health System, also visits sporting events. The 40-foot freightliner
is easily recognized by the MedStar Health

blue and maize colors and logo with a Baltimore Ravens logo is emblazoned over the
rear doors. Inside, there are two exam rooms
separated by a restroom for hand-washing,
and a mini laboratory for point-of-care tests
such as strep, flu, urinalysis, and pregnancy.
“We are providing services specific to
the findings in our community health needs
assessments,” said Ryan Moran, Director
of Community Health for MedStar Health’s
three Baltimore hospitals: MedStar Harbor,
MedStar Good Samaritan and MedStar Union
Memorial. “Data show one of the main reasons residents don’t pursue health care is because of a lack of transportation. We want
to break that barrier. Primary care is lacking most in the areas where services will be
provided.”
Referrals to specialists within the MedStar Health system can be acquired through
the mobile service as needed. The mobile
unit has a team of three people: a nurse; a
driver who also serves as registrar; and a
community health advocate to assist the uninsured and underinsured with applications.
The advocate may also navigate patients to
other support services such as food access,
transportation, and housing.

Amended Executive Order Allows Track
To Have Limited Number Of Patrons
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan on Sept. 28 issued an amended executive order that allows
racetracks to reopen to patrons subject to applicable local orders, state Department of Health
directives on COVID-19 mitigation, and capacity
limitations.
The order, which
was effective immediately, follows the
reopening of casinos
and off-track betting facilities in late
June. Live racing
commenced at Laurel
Park May 30 after a
more than two-month
shutdown but the facility has remained closed
to the public with the exception of racehorse
owners.
The executive order lists Laurel, Pimlico
Race Course, the Maryland State Fair at Timonium, Fair Hill Races, Rosecroft and Casino at
Ocean Downs as eligible to open to the public.
“The total number of persons permitted in a

gaming facility at any one time shall not exceed
50% of that gaming facility’s maximum occupancy,” the order states. The total number of
spectators permitted in a racing facility at any
one time shall not exceed the lesser of (a) 50%
of that racing facility’s
maximum occupancy or
(b) 250 persons. As used
herein, the term ‘spectator’ means a person at a
racing facility who is not
at the facility for the purpose of engaging in racing or other customary
operations.”
Maximum occupancy
is defined as the maximum occupancy load of
a gaming or racing facility under the applicable
fire code.
Pimlico, which will conclude its six-day
meet Oct. 3, reopened for full-card simulcasts in
June but suspended wagering during the Preakness meet because of the previous executive order that banned spectators during live racing.

Timonium’s seven racing dates were moved to
Laurel, which allowed the fairgrounds to continue its simulcast operation uninterrupted.
Ocean Downs held its live harness meet
from early July until mid-September; spectators
were not permitted on the apron but those in
the clubhouse simulcast area were able to watch
and wager. Rosecroft began its live meet Sept.
23 without patrons or wagering.
After the Pimlico meet, live racing returns
to Laurel Oct. 8.

Cancellation Policy
Updated By MTHA
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association Board of Directors at its Sept. 15
meeting discussed cancellation of live races
after 10 a.m. has begun and voted to increase
the payment to horsemen from $100 to $500 for
any starter in a race that is canceled for weather
after the race’s published Lasix treatment time.

Hogan Declares October
‘Maryland Horse Month’
Gov. Larry Hogan Sept. 29 proclaimed October
as Maryland Horse Month, recognizing the many
historic, recreational, therapeutic, and economic
contributions made by the state’s horse industry.
This year marks the first time all of Maryland’s
premiere equestrian sporting events, including the
Preakness Stakes, are held in the same month due
to scheduling changes in response to COVID-19.
“Maryland has historically led the nation in
creating and growing innovative equestrian-related programs, from forming the first sporting organization in the colonies, the Maryland Jockey Club
in 1743, to hosting the Maryland 5 Star, one of
only seven events of this kind in the world,” Hogan said. “Maryland Horse Month will showcase
the depth and breadth of the industry’s impact on
our history, heritage, and culture.”
In support of the proclamation, the Maryland
Horse Industry Board, which falls under the state
Department of Agriculture, will lead a targeted marketing strategy to highlight statewide attractions,
events, activities, trails, exhibits, and experiences
with an equestrian connection. The Maryland Horse
Foundation’s website, MarylandHorse.com, has
been enhanced to host live streaming broadcasts,
educational content, career exploration series, and

behind-the-scenes videos with plans to expand the
selection of activities and experiences in the future.
During recent MHIB meetings, it has been
noted the marketing campaign will continue beyond Maryland Horse Month. The idea is to continue to build on equine-related content via MarylandHorse.com and other platforms.
“Like many of Maryland’s other businesses in
2020, our industry has had to be nimble in unprecedented ways, including rescheduling major
equestrian events,” MHIB Executive Director Ross
Peddicord said. “The Preakness Stakes will be run
for the first time in its 145-year history in October instead of May, joining other key equestrian
events to be held during the month including the
Jim McKay Maryland Million (on Oct. 24) at Laurel
and the Maryland 5 Star at Fair Hill.”
The Maryland Department of Commerce’s Office of Tourism has joined the MHIB and many
private-sector equestrian organizations to promote Maryland Horse Month. The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association is a participant
in the endeavor.

MTHA To Hold Election
For Board of Directors
The MTHA’s election for the Board of
Directors, held every three years, will take
place again this December. All 15 Board
seats are up for election in 2020. Directors
are elected to a three-year term.
The MTHA Board consists of seven trainers, seven owners and one at-large Director.
The at-large seat is determined by the highest vote getter of the remaining candidates.
An election nominating committee has
been appointed to develop a slate of nominees to be presented to the general membership at the MTHA annual meeting, which
will be scheduled in November by Zoom.
This committee consists of Directors Linda
Gaudet, Tim Keefe, Mike Trombetta, R. Larry
Johnson, JoAnn Hayden and Mike Horning.
Any member who wishes to run for election should email the MTHA office at info@
mdhorsemen.com or call 410-902-6842 and
plan to attend the annual meeting.
In addition to announcing nominees at
the meeting in November, the Board can receive nominations from the floor from members. Floor nominations need an endorse-

ment from at least ten members and written
consent from the nominee. Nominations may
also be accepted by presentation of a petition
bearing the signatures of at least 25 members
and the nominee.
Ballots will be mailed to all members beginning December 1, with a return deadline
scheduled for December 31.
All completed ballots will be mailed from
and returned to a third-party company which
specializes in corporate and non-profit elections. This election services firm will count
the returned ballots and certify the results.
Results will be announced online in midJanuary.
Candidate profiles will be featured in a future Horsemen’s
Newsletter issue and posted
at mdhorsemen.com.
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horseracing industry in the state, credited the
MRC with a heightened focus on equine health,
safety and welfare over the past four years, as
well as safety of racing surfaces and a closer
look at the health and safety of jockeys. He credited Dr. Kelly Ryan, a MedStar Health physician
who is part of the Maryland Horsemen’s Health
System, with introducing concussion protocol in
Maryland and advocating for it nationally.
Of the Racing and Community Development Act, which easily passed the legislature
earlier this year and was allowed to become law
by Hogan, Algeo said: “There is much work to
be done, but I think we have worked a miracle.”
The act calls for the reconstruction of Laurel
Park and Pimlico Race Course and created the
Maryland Equine Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory Committee, which falls under the MRC.
Davitt said he accepted the chairmanship
“with some trepidation” because of the learning
curve and told Algeo he appreciated the fact he
will remain a member of the commission.
“I’m very honored to be asked to step into
this role and appreciate Gov. Hogan’s confidence in me,” Davitt said. “I appreciate the
genuine concern and love for the horse industry
in Maryland and look forward to working with
everyone involved in Maryland racing.”
Looking ahead to 2021, MRC Executive Director Mike Hopkins asked all tracks to submit their requests for racing dates at the Oct.
22 meeting rather than in November. He also
said the Cecil County Breeders Fair and Fair Hill
Foundation have requested eight racing dates-its full complement permitted by law—for 2021.
Fair Hill, which earlier indicated a desire to
offer some flat racing along with steeplechase
racing on its redesigned turf course, applied for
racing on May 29, May 31, Sept 4 and Sept. 6,
with four more days to be identified in the future.
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The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association will assist backstretch workers
to learn more about and sign up for health insurance under the Affordable Care Act.
For help in English or Spanish, stop in the MTHA racetrack office or call
Tom LaMarra at 410-902-6843 or Jessica Hammond at 301-776-0404.

MTHA
500 Redland Court, #105
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
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Call For An
Appointment
Though the grandstand at Laurel Park
remains closed because of COVID-19 restrictions, backstretch workers are still able to see
MedStar physicians by appointment on live
racing days.
Those who make appointments are asked
to go to the main grandstand entrance with
their Maryland Racing Commission badge so
a security guard can escort them to the office. Appointments must be made through
Diana Pinones, who can be reached at 410902-6844.

STANDARD
PRE-SORT
US POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT #15
WESTMINSTER, MD

Board of Directors
Timothy L. Keefe, President
Linda S. Gaudet, Vice President
Dale Capuano, Vice President
Michael F. Horning, Treasurer
Katharine M. Voss, Secretary
A. Ferris Allen, III
R. Larry Johnson
JoAnn Hayden
Mark B. Lapidus
Hugh I. McMahon
H. Graham Motion
Charles J. Reed
Philip B. Schoenthal
Michael J. Trombetta

