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MTHA’s Expedited
Deal Reached
For Big T OTB Purse Release Program
To Begin Soon
After weeks of discussion, the Greater Timonium Community Council and Timonium Fairgrounds have come to an agreement that satisfies
both sides in the tussle over the newly approved
Off Track Betting facility at the site of the Maryland State Fair.
And, now, the OTB is open for business.
“It’s done and I believe it is a win, win, win
agreement for everyone,” Maryland Jockey Club
vice president and general manager Sal Sinatra says.
“Now the community doesn’t have to ever worry
about casino gambling and the Fair can move forward with the OTB plus the community agreed to
help the Fairgrounds with some zoning issues.”
And the MJC can move along the path it has
layed out to make racing more accessible to those
who enjoy the sport and more visible to prospective fans, as well.
Sinatra said he is now focused on a new OTB
near Boonsboro. A hearing on that facility is set
for April 12 and he hopes to open its doors April
13, if all goes as planned.
“The biggest thing we learned from the Fairgrounds OTB is the importance of communication,” Sinatra says. “We are utilizing that learning
curve. Letters about the [Boonsboro] project went
out about a month ago to delegates and councilmen from the area and it has been in the local
newspapers and on local television and radio.”
The Fairgrounds OTB opened Friday, March
18. It will accommodate more than 500 patrons
between the betting facility and the Grandstand
Continued on Page 3

Since the beginning of 2016, horsemen
whose runners finished first or second in a
race in Maryland have been forced to wait
on average 12.5 days for their purse money
to clear because of holds imposed because
of state-mandated laboratory testing. Sometimes that wait has been three to close to
four weeks because of holidays and other
unforeseen circumstances.
Horsemen will be relieved to know that
on March 18, the Maryland Thoroughbred
Horsemen Association Board of Directors
approved the implementation of the
Expedited Purse Release Program,
a program designed to speed
payment of purses to owners and finishing first or
second in an overnight
after a 72 hour hold.
In the past, the
funds were not allowed to be released
until a clean laboratory
test was returned from
the accredited lab located in California.
Horsemen learned to be patient.
“Horse racing is a tough game,” trainer
Tim Salzman Jr. said. “We all try to do what
we can to make a little money. When we
win, we need that money as quick as possible – to pay the help, pay the feed bills.
But you call the bookkeepers office and the
money hasn’t cleared because they’re still
waiting for the test results. People in other
situations, it’s OK, they may not need the
money, but most of us do.”
So the MTHA board took action.
“In most cases, money earned by horsemen is being immediately reinvested back
into the business. When owners have to
wait as long as three weeks for their money, it has a trickle-down effect. The trainer
waits to get paid; the feed guy waits, etc.”

said David Richardson, the MTHA’s Executive Director. “This new program will help
a lot of people.”
By joining forces, the MTHA and the
Maryland Jockey Club will implement a
program that allows the immediate release
of purse monies after the required 72-hour
waiting period for a race to be declared official by the stewards – provided the owner
signs a notarized agreement affirming they
will return purse money received in the
event of a positive drug test.
The owner will be subject to license suspension and denial of entries if they fail to
repay the purse money within 14 days.
Keeping the 72-hour waiting period for payout
means the

new operating procedure will
not require any regulation
change by the Maryland Racing
Commission which will speed up the program’s adoption. There is a Maryland state
regulation that restricts distribution of purse
money within 72 hours of a race.
Prior to February 2014, all Maryland
post-race testing was conducted within the
state of Maryland. Those tests were usually
finalized quickly, with results mostly returned within the 72-hour period. But that
changed with the adoption of the Mid Atlantic Uniform Medication and Drug Testing
Continued on Page 2

Board Actions

Dan Mangum
410-802-5798

MTHA Board Meeting – March 18, 2016 – Laurel Park Director’s Room
Members present: Timothy L. Keefe (President), Linda S. Gaudet (Vice President), R.
Larry Johnson (Vice President), Katharine M. Voss (Secretary), A. Ferris Allen, Christine E.
Bricker, Dale Capuano, JoAnn Hayden, Robert T. Manfuso, Lawrence E. Murray, Charles J.
Reed and Michael J. Trombetta.
Members absent: Michael F. Horning (Treasurer), Ellen M. Charles and H. Graham
Motion.

2016 Budget
The Board voted unanimously to
approve the 2016 MTHA Operating Budget.

Recreation Program
The Board unanimously voted to expand
the MTHA Recreation Program under the
direction of Recreation Chair A. Ferris Allen.

Maryland Bred Races
The Board unanimously voted to approve
the running of four Maryland-bred restricted
A1X races with a $35,000 purse during the
Pimlico 2016 meet. The races would have
no owner bonus paid on them and would
by f u nded enti rely from the Mar yland
Thoroughbred Purse Account.

Jockey Worker’s Comp.

The Board unanimously voted to support
the concept of covering jockeys injured during training hours at Laurel Park and Pimlico
in addition to the current practice of covering
injuries sustained during a race through the
Maryland Jockey Injury Worker’s Compensation Insurance policy pending a detailed investigation to determine premium increases
as a result of this modification.

Purse Release Program

The Board unanimously voted to approve
the establishment of the Expedited Purse Release Program.

Boonesboro OTB

The Board voted unanimously to approve
the Boonesboro OTB.

Purse Release, continued from Page 1
program, which requires all labs used for testing
to be fully accredited by RMTC.
Once the testing shifted to Truesdail Laboratories in Irvin, CA, samples taken for testing
after Friday, Saturday and Sunday races were
required to be overnight shipped via FedEx
on Monday or Tuesday and received the next
day which starts the clock on the contractual
seven-business-day return requirement.
Richardson said over the past year the
MTHA has worked with MRC to do everything
it could to speed up the release of purse money.
“As soon as the results are available everyone is notified,” he said. “We’ve worked hard
to improve all the bottlenecks in the process
however I think we needed to go farther.”
So now comes the new procedure which
affords owners the option to sign an agreement to ensure the money is available immediately after the 72-hour window.
“This seems to me to be a low-risk, highreward program,” Richardson said. “Only a
few times in the last year has MRC had to
order a redistribution of purse money. But if
one person fails to reimburse after a drug test
changes the results of a race, we reserve the
right to pull the plan.”
“I’m happy [the MTHA and MJC] are doing
this,” Salzman Jr. said. “I’m for anything that
improves the situation. The poor guy – and

I am a poor guy – needs his money quickly.
I am glad they’re doing something about it.”
There are limitations to the program: the
plan will be valid for overnight races only and
exclude all stakes; only owners currently licensed and in good standing with the MTPA,
MJC and MTHA are eligible; owners must sign
the agreement saying they will return purse
money within 14 days after receiving notice of
a purse redistribution, have the agreement notarized and file an original copy in the MTHA
racetrack office; and the agreement is valid for
one year and must be resubmitted each calendar year.
As Richardson stated, the penalties will be
stiff for not acceding to the rules of the new plan.
The MJC will refuse entries at all Stronach Group
tracks and order removal of their horses from
the grounds for an owner who does not reimburse MTPA within 14 days after a positive test;
the MRC will, following notice and a hearing,
suspend the license of an owner who does not
reimburse purse funds within the allotted time.
The agreements are available at the MTHA
racetrack office or online at mdhorsemen.com.
The signed agreements will need to be notarized
and the original be placed on file with MTHA in
order to enroll in the program.
The program is expected to begin during the
Pimlico meet.
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Grill, which is operated by Hightopps.
The two operations are expected to be
open on weekdays from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
and from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. on weekends.
Sinatra said estimates are for up to 150
customers a day, producing a handle of
from $10 million to $15 million annually.
Those numbers translate to approximately
$500,000 each for the MJC, the Maryland
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
and the Fairgrounds.
“We are so excited and things really
look nice,” says Andy Cashman, general
manager of the Maryland State Fairgrounds. “I think when people find out
that it’s open they’ll all come out and we’ll
all make money.”
While the Maryland Racing Commission approved the Fairgrounds by a unanimous vote, Feb. 22, the proposed facility
met with staunch resistance from the local community, which felt it had not been
properly notified of the plans for the OTB
and feared the Fairgrounds might at some
future date pursue a casino for the facility.
Maryland State Fair officials signed an
agreement with surrounding neighborhoods, pledging not to seek gambling or
assist others in applying for gaming, beyond the OTB. In exchange, the community agreed to drop opposition to the betting facility and to with various permits,
including a year-round liquor license associated with a restaurant at the OTB site.
“A casino was never in our plans,”
Cashman says. “But the communication
wasn’t there from the start. That’s how
the community felt.
“We didn’t contact them because the
Maryland Racing Commission was contacting the local delegates and the Maryland Jockey Club was applying for it.
We’ve apologized to the community for
not communicating.”
Now Cashman says, having the OTB
“will help us and it will help the horse industry and that’s what it is all about.”
The OTB, Cashman says, will go a long
way toward keeping the State Fair in business.
“This is a huge facility and putting
on the fair and all the other events we
have here takes a lot of financing,” he
says. “With the money that is expected to
come in, we can begin restoration of the
older buildings. It’s really important – everything from the grandstand and horse
barns to the cow palace and pig barn.”
Sinatra said the Timonium OTB will
have a grand opening at a future date,
after the current firewall is replaced by a
more visually pleasing glass one.

Maryland
Trailer Laws
Clarified
When Duane Pearce, the Maryland
State Highway Administration, Motor Carrier Division’s safety and compliance manager, spoke at the Maryland Farm Bureau
Truck Forum in Upper Marlboro on Feb.
29, some members of the Maryland racing
community came away thinking there were
new rules for horse trailers.
To alleviate their concerns, Pearce
agreed to a follow-up conversation to set
the record straight about commercial motor
vehicle safety regulations and their exceptions for agricultural operations as well as
weigh and inspection facilities and nonresident tags on Maryland trailers.
He assures that although some new
and changed regulations have been adopted over time, Maryland law and the Code
of Federal Regulations regarding vehicles
required to enter weigh and inspection facilities have not changed. The federal motor carrier safety regulations were adopted
by Maryland in 1986.
“I see this happen from time-to-time,”
he says. “People sometimes go away with
the idea there has been a change in regulations when in fact they may simply be
learning about a topic for which they had a
misconception or had previously been unfamiliar with details.”
That being the case, Pearce willingly
again went over the rules that concerned
horsemen in an effort to clarify them.
He says signs at highway weigh and inspection stations have always required all
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
(GVWR) or a gross combined weight ratContinued on mdhorsemen.com

MTHA
Backstretch
Pension
Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Backstretch Pension Plan Registration
for the year ended 2015 will take place
at the following times and locations.
Please bring your MRC Badge and
W-2, 1099, or tax return for 2015.
For more information call the
MTHA office at (410) 902-6842.

2016
Sign Up
Schedule
April 25 through April 29
Laurel Track Kitchen,
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m

May 2 through May 6
Laurel Park MTHA Office,
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

May 9 through May 13
Pimlico MTHA Office,
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Failure to register during these times will
result in the loss of your 2015 benefit.

Rec Report
Texas Hold’em Results

The next Tournament will be held on Tuesday April 5th in the Laurel Rec Room at Noon.

Baseball Tickets

The popular Orioles and Bowie Baysox
ticket distribution sign-ups have begun in the
Laurel and Pimlico Track Kitchens. The Tickets
will be distributed through a random drawing
process that will begin on Friday, April 1st.

Spring Golf Tournament
The MTHA Golf Outing is scheduled for
Monday, April 18th at the Walden Country Club
in Crofton, Maryland. The address is 1700 Riedel Road 21114.
The $60 entry fee includes 18 holes of golf,
cart, 2 free drink coupons, lunch and awards
ceremony in the club room, cash awards, Drawings for Orioles and BaySox Tickets.
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A special thank you goes out to
Clover Hill Racing (Rob Allen, Bill
Davis, Steve O’Neill & Anthony Rosso) for their generous donation of
Under Armor apparel to the Laurel
and Pimlico backstretch community.

500 Redland Court – Suite 105,
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117;
(410) 902-6842; Fax: (410) 902-6841;
E-mail: info@mdhorsemen.com
Website: www.md.com

Backstretch Mailboxes Available
In an effort to improve accessibility to
backstretch worker’s mail, which is a constant issue at most race track’s, the MTHA
has made available in the newly refurbished Laurel Park Rec Room, 200 secure
mailboxes to current residents of Maryland Jockey Club tracks.
One key per dorm room will be provided
free of charge to currently employed residents in dorm rooms at Laurel Park and
Pimlico as well as Laurel Commons.
Mail will be delivered daily to these

mailboxes which can only be accessed by
keyholders. Previously, resident’s mail was
held at the stable gate in a cardboard box.
Excess mailboxes will be provided to
non-resident horsemen on a first come,
first served basis.
Mailbox holders will be assigned a box
number and can use the address of 3600
Laurel Ft. Meade Road, Box # ___, Laurel,
MD 20724.
Call 410-902-6844 to sign up.
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Free Tax Return Assistance
Provided to Horsemen
MTHA is providing
free assistance in
English and Spanish
with the preparation
of currently employed
Maryland backstretch
worker’s EZ Form
tax returns.
Call Diana Pinones
at 410-904-6844
to arrange an
appointment
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