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JESSICA R. HAMMOND owner
After receiving a degree in psychology from Towson University, Jessica Ryley Hammond worked
in psychiatric social work for many years before deciding to make a career change. Her love of
Thoroughbred racing has now become her focus.
She saw her first race at the age of three at Timonium. Later, she began riding, worked at a Maryland
Thoroughbred breeding farm and owned two off-the-track Thoroughbreds. After meeting a trainer that
impressed her, she began spending time on the backstretch at Pimlico and Laurel while in her 20s.
Now 36, Hammond functions as the CEO of the family-owned Somerset Racing LLC, which is based at Fair Hill Training Center and
provides training and bloodstock services. She and her brother, James F. Ryley III, own horses that are trained by her husband, Scott
P. Hammond. Hammond manages the day-to-day business and marketing aspects of Somerset Racing.
She has lived in Maryland all her life and currently resides in Northern Baltimore County with her husband and stepson. She considers herself lucky to have grown up in a state with a strong racing tradition. Hammond believes that her motivation, experience and
ability to help facilitate cooperation among people will be assets on the board.
“The biggest problem facing the racing industry today is lack of public interest,” she said. “Public interest is a prerequisite for
addressing all other concerns, as it generates the required funding for things such as increased purses, better facilities, backstretch
programs, racehorse-retirement programs, research and other activities that would benefit the local industry.”
She would like to see better and targeted marketing, especially utilizing the internet, mobile devices and social media. She believes
hospitality at the track is paramount. And she believes that racing’s ethical problems need to be addressed – “particularly with respect to
performance-enhancing drugs. “Besides the fact that it is unconscionable to treat horses with potentially dangerous drugs, and that it is
unfair for illegal performance-enhancing practices to give some an advantage, this issue creates poor public perception of the sport. We
need to treat racehorses as the stars they are, by cleaning up the sport with harsher and more effective penalties for violations. Targeting
the issues of marketing and ethics will ultimately lead to revenue for other important programs that benefit the industry.”

RICHARD J. HOFFBERGER owner
Richard Hoffberger served as president of the MTHA from the organization’s founding until 2013. He
has consistently advocated for horsemen on issues of simulcasting, race dates, retirement funds,
backstretch workers’ compensation, takeout rates and more.
An active owner and breeder, he is deeply involved with racing at many levels – as a horseman, a
horsemen’s representative and a businessman. He is president of The Hoffberger Insurance Agency
Inc., Hoffberger Insurance Kentucky and a principal in Wire2Wire Veterinary Products, a distribution
company based in Kentucky.
Hoffberger grew up around horses, as a son of the late owner and breeder, Jerold C. Hoffberger, who maintained a breeding farm in
Howard County.
A graduate of the University of Maryland, he is a lifelong resident of Baltimore County, where he lives with his wife, Judy.
In 2011, the Maryland Racing Media Association presented Hoffberger with the Maryland Racing Achievement Award for his work
helping to craft the 10-Year Deal for Maryland racing that was signed by MTHA, Maryland Horse Breeders Association and Maryland
Jockey Club.
Hoffberger is deeply concerned with the welfare of horsemen on the backstretch and has dedicated much of his energy to this cause.
Asked the No. 1 challenge facing Maryland racing, Hoffberger said:
“We have to ensure enough stabling to be able to support a viable racing program. There will be continued pressure on all racing
jurisdictions to improve field size, and with neighboring states providing racing opportunities, one of the best ways that Maryland can
continue to grow, and hopefully increase the number of days we race, is to better coordinate our activities with our neighbors. This
includes condition books, scheduling and transportation. Done properly this could help a number of racing states.”
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XXXXXXXM.
trainer
EDWARD
BUXBAUM owner
Edward Buxbaum is a partner at Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, LLP, where he has practiced law for the
past 30 years. He chairs the firm’s business and corporate litigation group and was recently recognized
as a “top 100” lawyer in Maryland by the Super Lawyers publication.
A lifelong resident of Baltimore, Buxbaum grew up about 10 minutes from Pimlico and first fell in love
with racing in 1973 when, along with the rest of the country, he got swept up in the excitement of
Secretariat’s charge to the Triple Crown.
One of his “bucket list” items was to someday own a Thoroughbred and in 2010 when the opportunity arose to join Big Bertha
Stable, he jumped at the chance. The stable, whose trainer is Damon Dilodovico, currently owns a Maryland-bred 4-year-old filly
named Brenda’s Way, who is having a successful 2014 campaign (approximately $87,000 in earnings this year). “Brenda” finished
second in her last start, the 2014 Geisha Stakes at Pimlico.
As a long-standing supporter of Maryland racing, he would like to expand his passion for the sport by joining the MTHA board. His
goal would be to work cooperatively with all of the constituencies of the MTHA in order to preserve and enhance our state’s proud
racing heritage.
Asked about the Number 1 challenge facing Maryland racing, he said: “As someone who just attended my 41st consecutive
Preakness, I continue to be stunned by the deteriorating conditions at Pimlico. While Laurel Park is not without issues of its own, the
physical plant at Pimlico needs wholesale and immediate attention. The idea that this historic track, which holds one of the country’s
hallmark racing events every year, lies in such a poor state of repair is simply shocking.
“Now that the flow of slots money has addressed the long overdue need for purse enhancement, we need to ensure that longstanding promises to upgrade the tracks in the near-term are achieved. In sum, increased purses and more competitive racing are fantastic, but if we do not ensure that the facilities are in shape to hold racing and draw new racing fans to the track, then we are simply
moving one step forward and two steps back.

CHARLES J. “CHIP” REED owner
Chip Reed is a Maryland native who has owned, bred, raced and bet horses since 1974. He and his
wife Randy own the Corner Stable restaurants in Cockeysville and Columbia which both have a strong
horse racing theme.
Reed is a 1969 graduate of Towson University and went to Johns Hopkins and Morgan State for
graduate programs in business administration. He taught school in Baltimore County for two years and
taught a freshman college course in advertising and marketing.
He has a strong business background, having owned a chain of video stores and a travel agency. He also was vice president for
Freestate Raceway.
Reed owns eight horses in partnerships with trainers Dale Capuano and Joan Reynolds. In addition, he owns three broodmares, one
yearling and two weanlings, all at Green Willow Farms in Westminster.
“I believe strongly in breeding and racing in Maryland,” he said. “All of my horses have been bred to race and are all Maryland-breds.
“I have known good and bad years in the horse racing business. I understand how difficult it is to have a profit in horse racing. You
have to love the game to handle the peaks and valleys.”
He said he’s been fortunate to race and breed good stakes horses including Bold Affair and Hunka Hunka Lori Z (in partnership with
Mike Zanella) as well as Home Run Hitter, Oh Say Vicki, Oh Say Lou and his first stakes winner, Chip’s Dancer.
“In my opinion the major obstacles that we as a group need to overcome are, one, introducing horse racing to the younger generation
and keeping them entertained when they come to the races, and two, improving amenities for the bettor, the lifeblood of our industry.
If fans do not bet there will be no racing. And most important, keep improving the purse structure. Bigger purses mean larger fields,
better handle and more income to all involved. I will work to keep improving the relationship among the track, the horsemen, the
breeders and Annapolis to ensure that our purses stay competitive.”
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ELLEN M. CHARLES owner
Ellen Charles has a long history in Maryland racing. Her mother bred and raced horses here, and her
father was a steward at Maryland tracks for many years.
She’s been racing horses of her own in Maryland since 2004. She has 21 horses with Rodney Jenkins
running under Hillwood Stable LLC.
Charles has been president of the board of The Hillwood Estate Museum and Gardens since 1989.
During that time Hillwood became accredited and reaccredited by the Alliance of American Museums,
underwent a three-year renovation, increased attendance and membership and initiated a successful fundraising program. She will
be stepping down at the end of the year. She has also served on several other boards through the years.
“I love racing in Maryland, not only because of my childhood memories but also for coming out in the early morning and watching the
horses on the track, feeding them carrots and for the friendships one makes,” she said.
She said the biggest challenges for racing are “the perception that racing is unkind to the horse and the increasing lack of interest in
day-to-day racing. Meeting these challenges is to work with other jurisdictions in a nationwide publicity campaign to demonstrate that
racing is a humane sport. The publicity on the retired Thoroughbred programs and horse shows has been very helpful.
“To increase interest and attendance in racing in Maryland, I think we should consider spring, summer and early-fall twilight racing,
coupled with events that appeal to families. There is so much competition for one’s free time that we should work at being a first
choice.
“Finally, the facilities at both tracks are in great need of attention. Attractive venues will drive attendance. The backside is also in dire
need of attention, and I understand there are plans pending to address this need.”

MARK B. LAPIDUS owner
Many people claim they were born at the racetrack however in Mark Lapidus’ case, his story is literally true. He was actually born on the grounds of Pimlico, his birthplace being in a home on Hayward
Avenue that is now a racetrack parking lot.
Lapidus started walking hots when he was a teenager where he developed a love for Maryland racing.
He has owned quality runners for more than three decades.
Currently, he owns seven horses trained by Emanuel “Mike” Geralis at Laurel Park, and he still walks his own horses two to three
times a week. His best horses have been multiple stakes winner Service for Ten, Let Me Be Frank, My Marchesa and Taint So.
Lapidus earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Maryland, College of Business and Public Administration. He also
earned a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Baltimore School of Law. He practices mainly real property law. He is semi-retired and spends most of his time with his horses.
He said his concerns about Maryland racing include the plight of small owners, trainers and breeders, the lack of MTHA open meetings and the purchase of a Group Workers’ Compensation Policy.
“I tend to think outside the box.”

Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
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MICHAEL F. HORNING owner
Michael Horning’s family has been actively involved in breeding and racing horses in Maryland for more
than 40 years. His late father, the breeder-owner Larry Sr., served on the MTHA board as an owner
representative, while his brother, Larry Jr., has been a licensed Maryland trainer for about 30 years.
Horning is married to Debbie (Komlo) Horning, daughter of longtime Maryland trainer William Komlo,
and they race their horses as M and D Stable, the first initials of their names, as a way of espousing
their roots in Maryland racing. They live in Potomac and have three grown children.
M and D Stable purchased its first horse at the Keeneland September yearling sale in 2005, and its runners include the stakesplaced 2009 Preakness contender Tone It Down and the stakes winner Do It for Don. The Hornings have six horses in training, two
broodmares and four young horses. Excluding the broodmares, eight of their other 10 horses are Maryland-breds, and all eight are
offspring of their two broodmares.
A graduate of John Carroll University with a degree in accounting, Horning is a CPA who became audit senior manager at Touche
Ross. For the past 23 years, he has been the chief financial officer at two different property and casualty insurance companies. He is
currently serving his first term as MTHA Director being elected in 2011 and is also co-chair of the Finance Committee.
Horning said he’s proud to have been a member of the MTHA board that struck the 10-year agreement with track operators, avoiding
the annual anxiety over whether there would be racing in Maryland the next year. While much work remains, he said, he and other
newer board members will continue to lobby the board for more openness and better communication on issues that affect MTHA
members.
Asked the No. 1 challenge facing Maryland racing, he said: “Attempts to divert the legislated slots revenue away from the
Thoroughbred racing industry to other government programs. As we have seen in West Virginia, Pennsylvania and other states where
gaming revenues are an important part of the horse-racing industry, changing economic and political forces have targeted funds that
were legislatively designated for our industry to other politically motivated uses.”

R. LARRY JOHNSON owner
Larry Johnson, owner of Legacy Farm in Bluemont, Va., has served for the past three years as an
MTHA director and has also served for that same period as a director of the Maryland Horse Breeders
Association.
He has about 25 horses in training with Mike Trombetta. In 2011, he was ranked 75th nationally in
money won, and in 2012 he was ranked 82nd nationally.
His recent stakes horses include Strike the Moon, earner of nearly $700,000, as well as stakes
winners Heaven Knows What, Harbingerofthings, Allwewantforxmas and A Lover’s Question. Among the more successful horses he
has bred or raced are Grade 1-winner Victor’s Cry, Delaware Oaks winner Sincerely, and the multiple graded stakes winners Street
Magician and Despite the Odds.
Johnson stands Street Magician and Despite the Odds at Heritage Stallions in Chesapeake City. Street Magician’s first crop are
2-year-olds this year.
Johnson is a certified public accountant who specializes in forensic accounting and frequently provides expert testimony throughout
the country.
He strongly supports continued unified efforts from the various racing stakeholders to preserve the foundation upon which slots
proceeds have been allocated to the Thoroughbred community. He is also committed to changes in the board necessary for proper
governance and transparency and to making sure that the interests of all horsemen are properly represented.
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JOANN HAYDEN owner
JoAnn Hayden co-owns the picturesque Dark Hollow and Safely Home Farms in Upperco with her
husband David. She plays an active role in the operation of both farms, which total 135 acres. She is a
first generation horsewoman.
Hayden has been breeding and racing for more than 40 years. She has bred or co-bred more than
50 stakes horses, including 17 graded stakes runners, of which nine were graded stakes winners.
Three won Grade 1s. Poseidon’s Warrior won the Grade 1 Alfred G. Vanderbilt Handicap in 2012, and
Homeboykris won the Grade 1 Champagne Stakes in 2009.
Hayden’s most accomplished horse was Safely Kept, who won 24 of 31 races and earned $2.2 million. She won the Grade 1
Breeders’ Cup Sprint in 1990 and the Grade 1 Test Stakes in 1989 – as well as 10 other graded stakes. She was champion sprinter
in 1989 and an inductee into Thoroughbred racing’s Hall of Fame in 2011.
Hayden taught in the Baltimore County school system for 32 years. She has eight horses in training – four of her own, four in partnership – and she owns or co-owns 12 mares, 12 yearlings, 10 sucklings and 10 stallion shares.
She is actively committed to supporting the aftercare of racehorses and finding them homes when their careers are over.
“In a national arena of industry gloom and doom, I feel there is reason for real optimism in Maryland,” she said. “The 10-year agreement guaranteeing live-racing days and the influx of slots revenues bolstering purses, incentives and facility improvements have finally provided us with credibility and stability, allowing horse owners and breeders to have hope for the future.
“I believe the number one challenge facing Maryland racing is the danger posed by the threat of losing slots revenues that are fueling
our revitalization. We need to demonstrate to our legislators in Annapolis that the Maryland Jockey Club, MTHA and MHBA are working together to put the entire industry first and that slots revenue is vital for continued growth.
“I will work diligently with all parties to ensure that the newly found harmony prevails. We need to go to Annapolis with one voice.”

ERIC G. SINGER owner
Eric Singer has been an active owner for about 15 years, first as a member of syndicated partnerships
and now as operator of an independent stable.
He was involved in the ownership group of Lear’s Princess, a Grade 1 winner and two-time Grade 1placed earner. At the conclusion of her career, Lear’s Princess was sold as a broodmare prospect for
$2.7 million at the 2008 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Fall Mixed Sale. Singer’s greatest moment as an owner
was watching Lear’s Princess defeat Rags to Riches in the 2007 Gazelle Stakes-G1 at Belmont Park.
A resident of Towson, Singer is a professor of political science and international relations at Goucher College, and he is currently the
Associate Dean of International Studies. He possesses a B.A. from Macalester College, a M.A. from University of Chicago and a M.A.
and Ph.D. from the Ohio State University.
As a board member he would work with other stakeholders to help build a comprehensive and sustainable plan to promote breeding
and racing in Maryland. He would contribute strong analytic skills and a strategic understanding of the political landscape to board
deliberations and negotiations.
“Of the many challenges facing the racing industry in general, as well as Maryland, one core area of concern is rebuilding a fan base
to generate handle [live and virtually],” he said. “Maryland is endowed with many comparative advantages. We have an internationally
recognized brand, the Preakness, a signature state breeding program, and a population base capable of sustaining the racing-breeding business.
“The interests of the horsemen-women of Maryland will best be promoted when we can rely on a working relationship with the
breeding program and the track operator to consistently generate a sufficient handle to make the horse-racing business viable. To
ensure this future, we must address the challenge of getting people into the stands, or plugged in to their devices to watch and bet
on our product.”
Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
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ROBERT L. COLE, JR. owner
Robert Cole has owned horses and raced them in Maryland since 1996, but one horse rose to such
prominence that he became a fan favorite all over the country.
Cole claimed Rapid Redux in October 2010 for $6,250. Then, from December 2010 at Penn National
to January 2012 at Laurel Park, the chestnut gelding reeled off 22 wins in a row. That set a modern-day record for most consecutive wins and earned the horse and Cole a special Eclipse Award in
2011.
Three years earlier, in 2008, Cole led the nation in wins with 234.
A lifelong resident of Maryland who lives in Highland in Howard County, Cole comes from a distinguished family. Cole Field House at
the University of Maryland is named after his great-uncle, William P. Cole Jr., chairman of the university’s board of regents from 1944
to 1956. William Cole was also a U.S. Congressman and judge.
Robert Cole is president of Service 1st Mortgage. His horses have won more than 1,500 races, and he has led Maryland owners in
wins numerous times.
He has claimed hundreds of horses from Florida to New York and brought them to Maryland to race. He said the total could be 500
to 700 horses, and they don’t race just once. They race multiple times, sometimes 20 times or more. He’s proud of that contribution
to Maryland racing.
Cole has owned as many as 60 horses at a time. Now he owns 15. His Maryland trainers are Howard Wolfendale and Scott Lake.
Cole said his goal as a member of the MTHA board would be to work for as much racing and the highest purses possible. That would
benefit owners and trainers, keep them racing and working in Maryland, but also – and at least as important, he said – help the thousands of workers in Maryland who depend on horse racing for a living.

H. NEIL GLASSER owner
Neil Glasser, one of Maryland’s longest-active owners, has a wealth of experience with horses and
business. A current MTHA board member, having been elected to his first term in 2005, he retired in
2004 from his career as a partner in Chateau Builders, the new-home building and site-development
firm he founded in 1968.
He bought his first horse in 1971 and has been a client of the Maryland trainer Dale Capuano for
more than 20 years. Stakes horses campaigned by Glasser include the stakes winners Sheeler (the
ex-claimer who captured the Star de Naskra Stakes at Pimlico), Coolmars and Kaye’s Prince. He also
campaigned the multiple graded stakes-placed Runaway Raja.
Glasser had also been an active Thoroughbred breeder. He owned Glass Jewel Farm in Carroll County for about 10 years, keeping as
many as a dozen broodmares at a time.
He is a past president of the Box 414 Association, a volunteer group serving the Baltimore City Fire and Police Departments, as well
as a longtime member of the Home Builders Association of Maryland.
A native of Baltimore, Glasser graduated from Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, attended the University of Maryland and served two
years in the Army during the Korean War.
He said the biggest challenge for Maryland racing is preserving the revenue from slots. “If you have horses in Maryland you want to
race them in Maryland,” he said. “We have to maintain Maryland racing because the livelihoods of so many people depend on it.”
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CHRISTINE E. BRICKER owner
Chris Bricker, a current board member first elected in 2011, is the program coordinator for the
Thoroughbred Retirement Program. The MTHA, working closely with the Thoroughbred Aftercare
Alliance, has became a nationwide leader in the effort to care for retired Thoroughbreds under the
stewardship of Bricker.
A native of Baltimore, Bricker has been a racing fan as long as she can remember, having been introduced to the sport by her father. She became involved in racing through the Country Life Farm partnerships and became a Thoroughbred owner in 1997. She has a small operation, breeding her own
horses to race, and she has introduced a number of people to the sport.
In 2001, Bricker received the MTHA’s award for Outstanding Service to Maryland Horsemen and has consistently assisted the MTHA
each Thanksgiving when dinner is served to backstretch workers and their families during the holiday season.
An engineer by profession, Bricker is employed by Northrop Grumman. She lives in Catonsville and has an engineering degree from
Georgia Tech and a mathematics degree from Drew University.
“As an owner who breeds to race, I feel it is most important to preserve live racing here in Maryland,” she said. “Accomplishing this
means that all parties involved will need to continue to cooperate on the many issues facing the industry, including protecting racing’s
share of the slots program, purses, simulcasting revenue, medication rules and declining attendance. With all the competition from
surrounding states, we must make certain that Maryland racing is able to compete and become the preferred place to race.”

BRENT E. JOHNSON owner
Brent Johnson has been attending horse races in Maryland since the late 1970s. He has been an
owner in Maryland for more than 15 years, with his first winner coming at Pimlico in 1999.
Johnson has run his horses primarily through his Bushwood Stables partnership and has exclusively
stabled his horses with trainer Graham Motion since 2001. He currently has six runners under
Motion’s care.
Johnson owns Better Talk Now, winner of the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Turf in 2004 and four other
Grade 1 races. Better Talk Now also won the Grade 2 Dixie Stakes on Preakness Day 2006 in his third attempt at the race. Better
Talk Now currently resides with Motion at Fair Hill Training Center. Johnson also campaigned the stakes winners Jade’s Revenge, a
homebred and Grade III winner, as well as Independent George.
Johnson earned an undergraduate accounting degree from George Mason University and a law degree from Case Western Reserve
University. He has spent the past 20 years as an owner and executive of Investment Advisory firms specializing in hedge-fund investment strategies.
“I believe the number one challenge for Maryland racing is to maintain the current revenues, particularly those recently gained
via alternative gaming, and to continue to seek avenues to grow racing revenues and alternative revenues in the future,” he said.
“Revenue growth in these areas is paramount to making Maryland racing viable in the future and strengthening its position in the
Mid-Atlantic region. In addition, revenue growth allows greater options for improvements to the racing program as they are deemed
necessary going forward.
“I believe the recently renewed strong cooperative spirit between key groups such as the horsemen’s association, Maryland breeders
and racetrack management has been critical to gaining essential support for racing in Annapolis. The continuation of this approach to
planning and problem-solving is imperative to achieving whatever goals are set or challenges faced by Maryland racing in the future.”

Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
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ROBERT T. MANFUSO owner
The Manfuso name is synonymous with Maryland racing. Bob along with his brother, Tom, grew up
around the tracks alongside their father, John A. Manfuso Sr., who began breeding and racing horses
in Maryland in the 1930s. John helped found and was president of the HBPA. The brothers became
owners and breeders themselves when they with George and Jeff Huguely formed the Fourbros partnership in Maryland and had success with the stallion Shelter Half.
Bob, himself, was elected president of the Maryland HBPA in the mid 1980s, but resigned when the
Manfuso brothers, along with Frank De Francis, purchased first Laurel Race Course and then Pimlico.
Bob was in charge of the racing operations. The ownership group of De Francis and the Manfusos is widely credited with bringing
back both tracks and restoring the reputation of the Maryland racing industry. Manfuso remained active in the ownership and operation of Laurel and Pimlico until 1990.
Manfuso owns and operates Chanceland Farm, a 191-acre breeding and training complex with current Board member Katy Voss.
Some of the best horses he has bred include graded stakes winners Wood So, Admirallus, Royal Haven, Belterra, Wiseman’s Ferry,
Court Folly, Gotta Have Her and Island Bound.
Manfuso was a member of the Howard County Hospital board of directors from 2003 until 2013 and is a former vice chairman of
Breeders’ Cup Ltd. He has also is served on the board of directors of the Thoroughbred Charities of America (TCA) since its inception. He was a director of Pinnacle Entertainment Inc. (owner of Hollywood Park) from 1991 to 2002 and a former secretary/treasurer
and member of the executive committee of the Maryland Horse Breeders Association.
If elected, Manfuso said he “would strongly encourage the Board to develop a proactive committee devoted to improving the owner
experience at the racetrack and recognizing those owners racing on any particular day.”

HARRY KASSAP owner
Harry Kassap is a veteran Maryland owner whose horses have always been stabled exclusively in
Maryland. He was born, raised and currently resides in the state.
Kassap is a principal at Kassap Investments, an investment vehicle specializing in equity transactions,
debt financing and real estate acquisitions. Before joining Kassap Investments he served as administrator, market development, for Las Vegas McCarran International Airport from 1996 to 2006. At
McCarran, Kassap was responsible for global air service marketing initiatives.
He has extensive international experience, having participated in numerous bilateral and multilateral aviation negotiations throughout
Asia, Europe and South America. He is a member of the board of directors of Merchant Cash and Capital, Media Acquisitions and the
Flight Level Group.
Kassap is also a member of the board of directors of Baltimore-based non-profit Homeless Persons Representation Project and
serves as a trustee of the Leo V. Berger Fund. In addition, he serves as a member of the Maryland Public Television Foundation
Board and is a trustee of McDonogh School. Kassap holds a B.A. from Loyola College and J.D. from Cornell Law School.
His top horses include Brickell, winner of the Henry Clark Stakes at Pimlico, and Maryland-bred stakes performers Kayla’s Smile, Bull
H and Love Talk.
“The biggest challenge to Maryland racing is any threat to the revenue stream from casino gaming that is dedicated to racing in
Maryland,” he said. “The best way to ensure that these funds are not confiscated is for the industry to hold itself to the highest ethical standards and conduct its business in a transparent environment that is beyond reproach.”
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A. FERRIS ALLEN, III trainer
Ferris Allen is a charter member of the MTHA, serving on the board of directors from 1986 to 2002.
He was awarded the Outstanding Service to Maryland Horsemen award in 1990, and he served as the
board’s vice president for 12 years.

Pension Program as well.

Allen considers the establishment of the Backstretch Recreation Program as his most important
accomplishment. He was also instrumental as chairperson of the Condition Book Committee in creating condition book protocol that is still in use today. He pushed hard for the successful Backstretch

He lives in Clarksville and has resided in Maryland continuously since 1979. He has two grown children, Jane, who leases Hickory
Ridge Farm, and Finney, who has a horse-vanning service. After graduating from the College of William and Mary, he taught government and coached baseball and basketball at his hometown Varina High School, and spent his off hours training a few race horses.
A full-time trainer since 1976, Ferris has been a solid performer on the Maryland circuit for over 35 years, has won more than 2,000
races, trained many stakes winners and won numerous training titles. His stakes winners include Passeggiata (Arg), Chrusciki,
Palette Knife, Miracle Wood and Aunt Ellen. He is Colonial Downs’ all-time-leading trainer and he led all Maryland trainers in 1999.
His main goals as a board member are to restore a summer race meet at Laurel Park, ensure the building of promised new stabling,
and push for much-needed improvements to backstretch housing and stabling.

PHILIP B. SCHOENTHAL trainer
Phil Schoenthal of Crofton has been a public and private trainer, owner and breeder in Maryland for 11
years, training eight individual stakes winners including the graded stakes-winning Miss Behaviour. He
is stabled at Laurel Park with a string of 12 horses for various owners.
After working for Todd Pletcher in New York, Schoenthal joined the Air Force and served as a
Loadmaster on a C-141 cargo jet. He flew all over the world for four years before returning to the
horse business as an assistant trainer to Mark Shuman. After venturing out on his own in 2003, he
became the leading trainer at Colonial Downs in 2004.
Schoenthal has been married for nine years to his wife Sarah, of Annapolis. He calls her “the best claim I ever made.” They have two
young children and are expecting their third in September.
“The current board did an outstanding job of securing our future while navigating uncertain times,” Schoenthal said. “If elected I
would work with all the stakeholders in Maryland to first make sure the current 10-year agreement is upheld and adhered to, second,
to work with those involved to develop and improve the Maryland-bred racing program, and third, to improve the barn area and living
conditions of the backstretch workers.”

Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
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LAWRENCE E. MURRAY trainer
Larry Murray, private trainer for Howard and the late Sondra Bender’s large and successful racing stable, is a well-established professional horseman.
He grew up near Belmont Park, where as a teenager he spent summers and weekends working as a
hotwalker. The grandson of a jockey and nephew of successful New England-based trainer Tom Miles,
Murray took naturally to racing. Employed by the Phipps racing stable in the late 1960s and early ’70s,
he rose to become trainer John Russell’s assistant.
Murray then spent three years working for Murty Brothers’ air-horse transportation service, accompanying horses on worldwide
travel, before coming to Maryland in 1979 to manage what was then one of the state’s largest commercial breeding establishments,
Glade Valley Farms near Frederick.
He switched to training for the Benders in 1988 following the death of their former trainer Marvin Moncrief. Now, in addition to his
training duties, Murray serves as general manager of Glade Valley, which is owned by the Bender family. The Benders were honored
as Maryland Breeders of the Year for three consecutive seasons, from 2001 to 2003.
A current MTHA board member elected in 2002 and chairman of the Backstretch and Safety Committee for Laurel Park, Murray and
his wife of more than 30 years, Janice, who serves as bookkeeper for the Bender racing stable, live at Glade Valley. They have three
grown children.
“I think the major challenge for us in the future is maintaining the number of racing days and year-round stabling,” Mr. Murray said.
“That is a huge plus in attracting quality stables to the state. The key is a strong racing product and purse structure. Also, I think
more could be done to attract fans to the plant by better marketing and improvements to the physical plant and making the racing
experience more pleasurable.”

MICHAEL J. TROMBETTA trainer
Michael Trombetta is a Maryland trainer with a national profile. He trained the favorite in the 2006
Kentucky Derby, and now he trains about 100 horses at Fair Hill, Laurel Park and Gulfstream Park in
South Florida.
He grew up around the racetrack, as his father owned horses. He started working at the track when he
was 15, as a hotwalker and then a groom at Pimlico and Timonium. He got his trainer’s license when he
was 18 and trained a few horses at Pimlico.
While building a stable he worked with his brother in construction. He started training full-time in 2005. He also owns horses with his
father and brother as R.D.M. Racing Stable.
The next year his Sweetnorthernsaint, after winning the Illinois Derby, was the favorite in the Kentucky Derby. He finished seventh;
Barbaro won. Two weeks later Sweetnorthernsaint finished second in the Preakness behind Bernardini.
Trombetta also trained Next Question, who won the Grade 1 Nearctic Stakes at Woodbine in 2012. His owners include Larry
Johnson, Live Oak Plantation, Harry and Tom Meyerhoff, and Robert Meyerhoff.
Trombetta has spent more than 30 years in the racing industry. He said he’d like to put that experience to use in helping Maryland
racing, which is on the upswing, continue to improve and do right by horsemen, track management and everyone involved. For
instance, he said, “regulating the best racing schedule we can have and utilizing the days in the most effective way possible.”
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VALORA A. TESTERMAN trainer
Lori Testerman has been a Maryland-based trainer for 30 years. In 2001 she was the first woman
to receive the MTHA’s “Most Outstanding Trainer” award. That was the year she trained the speedy
Disco Rico, winner of 9 of 17 races. Seven of the wins were stakes, including two Grade 3.
A native of Lutherville, Md., she began working on the race track at age 16 – ”sneaking into Timonium
before school” – and has never pursued any line of work except horses. She served as stable foreman
for trainer Charlie Lewis at Three Cousins Farm in the 1980s, and spent about 12 years as resident
trainer at Nancy Stautberg’s Harford Hill Farm.
Testerman has returned to Pimlico this year after stabling at Laurel during the time Pimlico was closed.
“Pimlico is home for me,” Testerman said. “I love it here.”
She previously served on the board of the MTHA from 2002 to 2004.
“I feel it’s very important that Pimlico has a representative on the board who is stabled here,” she said. “If elected, I am hoping that
I will be able to keep the horsemen aware of the issues facing racing, and the Board aware of the issues facing the horsemen at
Pimlico.”
Testerman was married for 22 years to former jockey David Testerman, who died in 2001. She is the mother of two children, David
and Carli.
“I have learned over the years that training horses is an all-consuming job,” she said. “It’s easy to forget that you have a voice in
Maryland racing. It’s the MTHA.”

KATHARINE M. VOSS trainer
Katy Voss has been a trainer in Maryland for more than 40 years. She helped found the MTHA in
1987 and is a current board member – as well as a member of the Purse Committee.
She is also a longtime board member and secretary-treasurer of Maryland Million Ltd. and a former
president of the Maryland Horse Breeders Association.
Voss comes from a well-established family of horse people. Her father, the late John B. Merryman,
served on the MTHA board, and, with Voss’s late mother Kitty, bred and raced a successful stable for
many years. Voss’s siblings, Ann, Edwin and Lizzie Merryman, are also successful trainers in the region.
Voss and her longtime companion, Bob Manfuso, own and operate Chanceland Farm, a large training and breeding facility in West
Friendship. Chanceland is also an active consignor at Maryland auctions.
Over the years Voss has developed many outstanding runners, including Twixt (a Maryland-bred champion in the 1970s), Bishop’s
Fling, Smart ’n Quick, Due North, Wood So, Woodfox, Rugged Bugger, Carnival Court, Polish Holiday, Creamy Dreamy, Lies of
Omission, Tuzia, Our Peak and Plata.
“Although we have made tremendous progress over the last few years in Maryland, there is much more to be done,” she said. “If
re-elected, I will work to make horse ownership in Maryland more attractive and to bring summer racing back to Laurel.
“Strong, dedicated leadership is more important than ever. It is also critical that the MTHA, the Maryland Horse Breeders Association
and the Maryland Jockey Club all work together to improve Maryland racing and breeding and to protect our current revenue stream.”
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DALE CAPUANO trainer
One of the nation’s top 25 trainers of all time by total wins, Dale Capuano has been an active MTHA
board member since 1996. He currently serves as chairman of the Purse Committee, handling purse
and stakes allocations, one of the MTHA’s most important functions.
He has led Maryland’s training ranks in eight calendar years and claimed a remarkable 31 meet titles.
His resume consists of over 3,100 career wins with over $52 million in career earnings. He is also tied
as the all-time leading Maryland Million trainer with 10 wins.
One of his most recent stars was millionaire Heros Reward, the two-time Maryland-bred Horse of the Year who won or placed in 13
stakes. He won the Grade 2 Nearctic Stakes at Woodbine in 2007 and the Grade 3 Shakertown Stakes at Keeneland in 2009. He
also ranks Kentucky Derby starter Wind Splitter among the best horses he trained.
Capuano currently trains 40 horses at Laurel Park.
A son of longtime horseman and MTHA director Phil Capuano, he grew up on the family farm in Upper Marlboro and started going
with his father to the racetrack at an early age. He was 18 in 1981 when he got his trainer’s license and first win at Bowie. Soon after
that, his father and mother Connie started assisting him in the operation of the stable.
Capuano is the older brother of Gary Capuano, another Maryland trainer often noted for his work with Captain Bodgit, the 1997
Kentucky Derby runner-up.
“Racing in Maryland is in my family’s blood,” Capuano said. “Preserving and improving the quality of our live racing product is of vital
importance to our way of life. If reelected, I will continue to devote all I have to make a difference toward this goal.”

H. GRAHAM MOTION trainer
Born in Cambridge, England, in May 1964, Graham Motion was raised at Newmarket’s Herringswell
Manor Stud operated by his parents Michael and Jo. Michael was an international bloodstock agent and
North American representative for Tattersalls, the British bloodstock sales company. Jo rode as an amateur in England and took care of the 1951 (Aintree) Grand National winner Nickel Coin before becoming
an assistant trainer in the U.S. Jo now owns a tack shop in Middleburg, Va.
The family moved to the U.S. in 1980, and Graham Motion completed high school and graduated
from Kent School in Connecticut. His career began with six years of working with Jonathan Sheppard, the Hall of Fame trainer, at
which time Motion traveled extensively with three-time Eclipse Award-winning steeplechaser Flatterer. Then he worked with trainer
Jonathan Pease in Chantilly, France, where he met his future wife, Anita. She was working at the time for Alain De’Royer Dupre. They
now live in Fair Hill with their two children, Jane and Marcus.
Returning to the U.S. in 1990, Motion went to work as assistant to Bernard “Bernie” P. Bond at Pimlico. When Bond died in 1993,
two owners left their horses with Motion. The stable won 21 races, three of them stakes, in the first year. He has continued to train in
Maryland and has won nearly 1,900 races. His horses have earned $90 million.
Motion trained Grade 1 winner Animal Kingdom, who won both the Kentucky Derby and Dubai World Cup, as well as Grade 1
winners Aruna, Better Talk Now, Bullsbay, Check the Label, Film Maker, Gypsy’s Warning (SAf), Sanagas (Ger), Shared Account,
Summer Soiree and Toby’s Corner. He won two Breeders’ Cup races – Better Talk Now the 2004 Turf and Shared Account the 2010
Filly and Mare Turf. During most of that time he trained from his present base at Fair Hill.
“My biggest concerns in Maryland racing,” he said, “would be continuing the present arrangement with regards to purse distribution
from slot revenue and coping with diminishing field size, which seems to be a national problem. Also, continuing breeders bonuses
for Maryland breeders and pursuing a national medication policy along the lines of what has already been initiated in the six states.”
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TIMOTHY L. KEEFE trainer
Tim Keefe, one of Maryland’s most successful trainers, has been a member of the MTHA board since
2005.
He launched his training career in 1993 and has conditioned the stakes winners Eighttofasttocatch,
Celtic Innis, Red’s Round Table, Frisky Thunder, Anarex and Goferitstutz. He trains 35 horses at Laurel
Park for a dozen different owners.
Keefe grew up in Silver Spring and was involved with horses from an early age. An A-rated rider in Pony Club, he had an after-school
job at a riding stable at age 13, and at 18 he went to work as an exercise rider for the late trainer Jack Mobberley.
He was later employed by the trainers Ron Cartwright and Jimmy Murphy. He also rode in amateur flat races for the trainer Janet
Elliot and helped prepare young race horses for Billy Gilbert, now his father-in-law.
In 1987, Keefe became one of the first beneficiaries of the Maryland Thoroughbred Scholarship Fund. He graduated from the
University of Maryland with a degree in business.
Keefe and his wife, Rumsey, an accomplished three-day-event rider, have four children: Ryan, 14, Colby, 12, Liam, 10, and Carlin, 7.
They own the 27-acre Avalon Farm in Montgomery County.
An accomplished triathlete, Keefe serves as president of the Maryland Horsemen’s Assistance Fund and vice president of Maryland
Million Ltd. and is chairman of the MTHA’s Health and Welfare Committee. He is also active in numerous charitable endeavors.
If reelected, Keefe will focus on “continuing to improve the relationship between industry stakeholders to better meet the challenges
of the future while moving beyond the battles of the past.”
In addition, equine welfare and the preservation of year-round racing in Maryland are other top priorities.

CHRISTOPHER W. GROVE trainer
Chris Grove has consistently been mentioned as one of the top trainers in Maryland in the past few
years. In 2010, the Bowie-based Grove led all trainers in the state in wins, highlighted by scores in the
Grade 2 General George and Barbara Fritchie Handicaps.
He received the MTHA’s Outstanding Trainer Award in 2007, the season in which he won eight stakes
with three different horses. He competed in the Preakness in 2011 with Norman Asbjornson and again
in 2012 with Pretension.
Grove has campaigned numerous stakes horses including Silmaril, Five Steps, Deer Run, Lexi Star, Sweet Goodbye, Greenspring,
Pretension and Norman Asbjornson. Silmaril retired a millionaire while Lexi Star, Sweet Goodbye and Norman Asbjornson all finished
their careers with earnings of more than $500,000.
A son of current Maryland steward Phil Grove, a former champion jockey, Grove has been involved with horses all his life. He was a
top amateur jockey in ARCA in the early 1990s.
Grove and his wife Rachael live in Frederick and have two sons, Noah, 15, and Carson, 11.
Now that Maryland racing is receiving money from slots, Grove sees two major challenges that need to be addressed.
“First is maintaining these monies that we have fought so hard to obtain through alternative gambling,” he said. “And second is determining a balanced racing schedule that works for both the Maryland horsemen as well as the racetrack operators. Both issues will
need strong and experienced leadership.”
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LINDA S. GAUDET trainer
Linda Gaudet, a member of the MTHA board since its inception, is involved in nearly every facet of
Thoroughbred racing. She is one of the board’s most involved members.
She serves on the Maryland Racing Commission’s Medication Committee, is a director of the Mary
land Horsemen’s Assistance Fund, Inc., and is chairperson of the MTHA’s Backstretch and Safety
Committee for Bowie.
Gaudet and her husband, Edmond “Eddie” Gaudet, operate a large and successful public stable at Bowie Training Center and maintain a small breeding farm in Upper Marlboro. She is a co-owner with Morris Bailey of numerous quality runners as well as multiple
stakes winner Concealed Identity, who captured the Federico Tesio Stakes in 2011 and made a start in the Preakness Stakes.
Brought up in a military family, Gaudet lived in many different places during her childhood, but her devotion to horses remained constant. She rode show hunters in her youth and attended the University of Kentucky.
The Gaudets have two daughters who grew up in the Maryland racing industry and continue the family tradition. Lacey is a trainer
with many quality runners, and Gabrielle is the Maryland Jockey Club’s racing analyst.
Priorities for Gaudet include uniform medication rules and regulations throughout the East Coast, and greater cooperation among
tracks on stakes race coordination and entries. She also is deeply concerned about backstretch housing and the welfare of backstretch workers.
“Maryland horsemen have made tremendous progress in the past few years to improve purses, racing dates and cooperation with
management and breeders,” she said. “The 10-year deal with The Stronach Group is a huge step forward, but we must work hard to
see that it is implemented in such a way as to bring Maryland racing back to national prominence.”

DAMON R. DILODOVICO trainer
Laurel-based Damon Dilodovico ranks among Maryland’s leading trainers with a highly successful stable built primarily on savvy claims. Last year his horses earned $1.1 million, a career best for the barn
and the sixth straight year it set a new high.
Also last year, Dilodovico won the Frank J. De Francis Memorial Dash with Immortal Eyes. In 2010 he
won the Maryland Million Classic with Regal Solo, claimed the previous year for $40,000. Other top
runners include the Maryland Million winners Swear Allegiance, Let Me Be Frank, Off the Glass and
Warrenpeace.
Born in Washington, D.C., Dilodovico got his start with trainer Dale Capuano, eventually becoming an assistant trainer. He went out
on his own in August 1990, winning his first race with Dynastical a few months later.
A resident of Cobb Island, Md., Dilodovico splits his training duties with his afternoon job with International Sound, which provides
in-house broadcast services for the Maryland tracks. His stable currently numbers 10 horses.
His priorities for Maryland racing are to ensure that the industry’s slots funds are secure and the 10-year-deal is adhered to. In addition Dilodovico feels the preservation of a year-round live racing calendar is extremely important and he would like to work to make
workmen’s compensation insurance more affordable to Maryland’s horsemen.
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W. ROBERT BAILES trainer
Robbie Bailes, a lifelong, third-generation horseman, has trained a successful public stable in
Maryland for more than 20 years. He currently trains 12 horses at Laurel Park and was elected to
the MTHA board in 2011.
Bailes launched his career as an assistant to his father, the late longtime Maryland trainer W.
Meredith “Mert” Bailes. The family’s Thoroughbred connections trace to the famed Meadow Stud,
Secretariat’s birthplace in Doswell, Va. Bailes’ father and grandfather each served as on-farm trainers, and Mert Bailes handled the early education of Secretariat as well as other notable runners owned by the Chenery family. In
1978, Mert Bailes left Virginia to start a public stable at Bowie, where he remained until his death in 1993.
Bailes’ best runner so far has been Scrappy T, whom he picked out and purchased as a 2-year-old at OBS in Florida. Scrappy T
went on to have a solid career, finishing second to Afleet Alex in 2005 in one of the most thrilling Preakness Stakes in memory.
Scrappy T bankrolled $645,919 in his career.
Bailes and his wife Mariela, who was at one time a licensed trainer, have a 20-year-old son and 18-year-old daughter.
Bailes said that he has enjoyed serving on the board, especially working to “get Maryland racing going in the right direction. We’ve
still got work to do, but hopefully I can help to keep things moving forward.”
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PLEASE NOTE:
All ballots are
due to be received
(not postmarked)
no later than
AUGUST 15, 2014
to be eligible to
be counted.
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BOARD MEMBER ATTENDANCE RECORD
The following is a complete attendance record of current MTHA Board Members
(elected in the summer of 2011) who are seeking reelection.

2011 BOARD MEETING ATTENDANCE
(POST ELECTION)
9/22/11

11/3/11

Bailes
Bricker
Capuano
Gaudet
Glasser
Grove
Hoffberger
Horning
Johnson
Keefe
Meyer
Murray
Voss

12/20/11

X
X
X

X denotes absent

2012 BOARD MEETING ATTENDANCE
2/23/12

Bailes
Bricker
Capuano
Gaudet
Glasser
Grove
Hoffberger
Horning
Johnson
Keefe
Meyer
Murray
Voss

3/21/12

4/18/12

5/7/12

5/23/12

X

7/2/12

10/3/12

11/19/12

11/28/12

12/19/12

X
X
X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X denotes absent
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BOARD MEMBER ATTENDANCE RECORD
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association’s Board of Directors authorized the
publication of this information as a service to the MTHA’s voting membership.

2013 BOARD MEETING ATTENDANCE
1/4/13

Bailes
Bricker
Capuano
Gaudet
Glasser
Grove
Hoffberger
Horning
Johnson
Keefe
Meyer
Murray
Voss

2/15/13

3/18/13

3/21/13

4/29/13

6/24/13

X

8/22/13

X

8/27/13

10/10/13

X

11/21/13
X

X
X
X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X denotes absent

2014 BOARD MEETING ATTENDANCE
(PRE ELECTION)
1/30/14

Bailes
Bricker
Capuano
Gaudet
Glasser
Grove
Hoffberger
Horning
Johnson
Keefe
Meyer
Murray
Voss

4/17/14

6/12/14

X

X denotes absent
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AUGUST 15, 2014

OFFICIAL BALLOT
VOTING INSTRUCTIONS
Voting Instructions
• Use a No. 2 pencil or a blue or black ink pen only.
• Make solid marks that fill the response completely.
CORRECT:

INCORRECT:

• You must cast a total of fourteen votes.
• You must vote for seven owners AND seven trainers.
• Voting for more or less in each race invalidates your ballot.

ROUGHBRED
HORSEMEN’S
ASSOCIATION, INC.
(Vote for Seven)
Owners
4
Voter
Credit Code
Jessica R.
Hammond

LOT

y.
ely.

ners.
your ballot.

Richard J. Hoffberger
Edward M. Buxbaum
MAILING INSTRUCTIONS
Charles “Chip” J. Reed
Ellen M. Mailing
Charles Instructions
Mark
B. Lapidus
• Seal your
marked
ballot in Secrecy Envelope.
Michael
F. Envelope
Horning in Mailing Envelope.
• Seal your
Secrecy
• Put postage
on Johnson
your Mailing Envelope before posting.
R. Larry
• Your Ballot
must
reach Election Trust by August 15, 2014.
JoAnn
Hayden
Eric G. Singer
Robert L. Cole, Jr.
H. Neil Glasser
Christine E. Bricker
(Vote for Seven)
Trainers
Brent E. Johnson
A. Ferris
Allen
Robert
T. Manfuso
B. Schoenthal
HarryPhilip
Kassap
Lawrence E. Murray
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Michael J. Trombetta
Valora A. Testerman



• Seal you
• Seal you
• Put post
• Your Ba

Tr

ELECTION SERVICES:

Third party election services are provided by:

ELECTION TRUST
a professional election management provider
for associations, credit unions, trade unions,
cooperatives and corporations.
800 Bellevue Way NE, # 400
Bellevue, WA 98004
www.electiontrust.com
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500 Redland Court, Suite 105
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117 • Phone: 410.902.6842
info@mdhorsemen.com

