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Leatherman
Credits
Dr. Jason For
Saving Life
For Doug Leatherman, a visit to the Maryland Horsemen’s Health System at Laurel Park
on a Friday in mid-March could very well have
saved his life.
Leatherman, who works as a pony person, wasn’t feeling well and stopped in to see
Dr. Jason Pothast for a checkup. He had had
some chest pain about five days prior and was
starting to feel better but told Pothast his family has a history of heart-related issues. The
recommendation was that Leatherman go to
the emergency room, but he opted to contact
a cardiologist. He could only get an appointment in about a week and a half and scheduled one.
A few days later after his visit with Pothast,
Leatherman woke up that Monday night in serious pain. He then remembered what Pothast
had told him as he was leaving the examination room.
“The last thing Jason said was, ‘If you have
any chest pain call 911.’ Had he not said that,
I probably would have waited a while,” said
Continued on Page 3

Pension Signups
Virtual In 2022
Virtual signups will again be the primary
means to participate in the Maryland Backstretch Pension Plan, which this year will receive
a $1-million contribution as approved by the
Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
Board of Directors.
Signups will be available beginning April 15,
with a deadline of June 1. The online registration
form is available at the following link: http://mdhorsemen.com/pension.
Backstretch workers and horsemen employed
in the care of horses on the backstretch at Laurel Park, Pimlico Race Course or the Fair Hill
Training Center, including trainers, are eligible to
participate. However, the eligible employee must
have worked a minimum of 1,000 hours during
2021 and provide documentation to that effect
(with a W-2 or 1099 form, or a tax return).
Benefits become available when the employee reaches the age of 65, or at age 55 with 25 years
of service. More about about the program including qualifications is available at: https://mdhorsemen.com/index.php/services/pension-program.
As part of the signup process you must submit a W2, 1099 or tax return documenting the
earnings you reported on the registration form.

You will also need your Maryland Racing Commission badge. You may do this by emailing a
PDF or a photo of the tax documents and badge
to info@mdhorsemen.com; texting a photo of the
tax documents and badge to (443) 805-1995; or
dropping forms off at the MTHA Racetrack Office
at Laurel.
If you need assistance filling out the online
form in English or Español, call Diana Pinones at
410-902-6844, Tom LaMarra at (859) 492-8365 or
Jessica Hammond at (301) 776-0404. The MTHA
staff would prefer that if you visit the office for
assistance, please do so in the morning in the
Recreation Room office at Laurel rather than during live racing. You are welcome to schedule an
appointment.
You are not enrolled in the program until you
receive confirmation of your successful registration. At this time you will also receive a current
statement if you have been enrolled in the plan
for at least two consecutive years. The following
categories of licensees are not eligible to participate: owners (as opposed to owner/trainers),
security, maintenance, valets, parking, mutuels,
vendors, jockeys, or miscellaneous.

To Register, Eligible Horsemen Should Visit:

mdhorsemen.com/pension

Beyond The Wire
Retires 500th Horse

In mid-March upon the retirement of the 5-yearold gelding Bundi Bundi by trainer Pedro Nazario,
Beyond The Wire reached the 500-mark in horses
that have moved through the program.
Beyond The Wire, Maryland’s Thoroughbred
aftercare program, is funded by the Maryland
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association; Maryland
Jockey Club and its owner, 1/ST Racing; the Maryland Horse Breeders Association; owners who participate in Maryland racing; the local jockey colony;
and donations from owners and trainers. The program works hand-in-hand with various Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance-accredited farms that house
equine retirees and prepare them for new owners
and second careers.
“I am elated to see how the program has grown
since mid-2017,” said Jessica Hammond, who administers Beyond The Wire. “Putting 500 horses
through the program means that owners and

trainers are prioritizing a good retirement for their
horses. It also means that more than 500 horses
definitely have safe and enriching post-racing lives.
“The track veterinarians, shippers and TAAaccredited facilities are an integral part of the program, and I’d like to thank them for all of their care
and effort.”
Partner farms are MidAtlantic Horse Rescue,
Foxie G Foundation, New Vocations, Akindale
Thoroughbred Rescue, After the Races, Equine Rescue of Aiken and Life Horse.
Horses that are retired through Beyond the
Wire must be in race training in Maryland. If they
have run, they must have starts in Maryland. Horses
that are currently laid up from racing in Maryland
are also considered. The intake form, which must
be completed, is available at this link: https://www.
beyondthewire.org/retire-a-horse/.

The Horseracing Integrity and Safety Act’s
Racetrack Safety Program remains on track to begin July 1, 2022, as required by federal law. HISA
was discussed during a March 31 meeting of racing
stakeholders in the Mid-Atlantic region and beyond.
Alan Foreman, Chairman of the Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association, told participants much of the
Racetrack Safety Program proposed by HISA already
has been in place through the Mid-Atlantic Strategic
Plan to Reduce Equine Fatalities and the National
Thoroughbred Racing Association Safety and Integrity
Alliance Code of Standards. He said it’s “not a heavy
lift at all” for the Mid-Atlantic region.
Enforcement regulations for the Racetrack Safety Program were recently adopted by the Federal
Trade Commission. The Anti-Doping and Medica-

tion Control Program under HISA has been delayed
until January 2023. The THA and other groups continue to offer feedback on those proposed rules and
regulations.
The HISA budget for 2022 was expected to
be released in early April. The New Jersey Racing
Commission already announced it will not serve as
a fee collector for HISA, meaning that would fall to
racetracks in the state. The Maryland Racing Commission has that issue on the agenda for its April 5
meeting.
Ed Martin, President of the Association of Racing Commissioners International, said many regulatory agencies will have to work with legislatures
and other agencies to ensure funding and payment
procedures are in line with state law.

HISA On Track For
July 1 Start

Baseball Tickets
Are Here
Sign up for O’s or BaySox
ticket raffle by calling Dan
Mangum at (410) 802-5798.

Hogan
Seminar
Offers CE
Credits

Effective Jan. 1 of this year, all licensed trainers and assistant trainers are required to participate
in four hours of continuing education, either at inperson events or via online archived presentations
on various issues. The Beyond The Wire aftercare
program is offering an important seminar that will
count toward CE credits.
There is still time to register for the April 20
seminar featuring Dr. Patty Hogan, an internationally renowned New Jersey-based equine surgeon
who regularly works with retired racehorses and assists various aftercare programs in the Mid-Atlantic
region. The program is titled “Avoiding the One Last
Race Syndrome—Where are we now and what is
your role as an owner or trainer?” and it will be held
Wednesday, April 20, at 11a.m. in Tycoons in the
clubhouse at Laurel Park.
Lunch will be available. Free registration is
available at Facebook.com/mdhorsemen. Please
sign up as soon as possible so organizers can have
an accurate head count. Contact Jessica Hammond
at (301) 776-0404 with any questions.
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Leatherman, Continued
Leatherman, who was quickly transported
to Carroll County Hospital. “The cardiologist
said I got into the hospital so fast, there was
very little damage. He said it was more like
a bruise. The paramedics were great—everybody was awesome. If this had happened 100
years ago I probably would have died.”
Leatherman, 63, had a blocked artery with
his heart at 40 beats per minute instead of 70.
He stopped by Laurel only a few days after his
surgery to explain what had occurred. And a
little more than a week later, he was back atop
a pony at Laurel.
“If I didn’t work (with the horses), I probably could have come back to work only two
or three days out of the hospital,” he said.
Pothast is one of several MedStar Health
physicians that staff the Horsemen’s Health
System at Thoroughbred tracks in Maryland
every live racing day throughout the year. He
emphasized the importance of people taking
advantage of the service—and also taking advice from their doctors.
“If you don’t feel well, that’s why we’re
here,” Pothast said. “We’re here for your

health-care needs and we want to keep people
healthy for the work they love doing at the
racetrack. Doug told me, ‘If you guys weren’t
here, I may have never gone to see a doctor.’
We are all glad he did see a doctor. And my
advice is that if we strongly believe you should
go to an ER, that means we are very concerned
about your health and that something serious
may be going on.”
Pothast said he understands that some
people are hesitant to see doctors but he encouraged those who work at the racetrack to
take advantage of the opportunity if they feel
ill, need to have their blood pressure taken, or
need to keep prescriptions from lapsing.
“If you haven’t seen a doctor for quite a
while, we’re here every racing day,” Pothast
said. “It’s convenient for those at the track, and
we are available.”
The MedStar physicians are available on
racing days early in the afternoon after a brief
visit to the jockeys’ room. Appointments are
preferred for non-emergencies and can be
made by calling 410-902-6844.

Match Series Kicks Off
At Laurel Park April 16
As has been the case since the Mid-Atlantic
Thoroughbred Championships Series (MATCH) returned in 2018, Maryland will again host its launch
with four divisional stakes—one on Saturday, April
16, and three on Saturday, April 23—at Laurel Park.
The series is designed to identify the best horses, and their owners and trainers, in the MidAtlantic region. The series, which
has had to adapt to the
complications caused
by the pandemic, will
be contested this year
at Laurel, Hollywood
Casino at Penn National Race Course,
Colonial Downs and
Parx. Parx will host this year’s Championship Day
Monday, Oct. 3.
Turf racing returns to the schedule this year.
The four divisions are 3-Year-Olds and Up Sprint—
Dirt; Filly and Mare Sprint—Dirt; 3-Year-Olds and
Up Long—Turf; and Filly and Mare Long—Turf.
There will be five stakes in each division for a total
of 20 worth $2.2 million.
“MATCH is very popular with the horsemen in
the Mid-Atlantic and we are grateful for the horsemen’s organizations and tracks who continue to
support and promote the series,” said Alan Foreman, creator of MATCH and Chairman of the Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association.

Bonus money—more than $400,000 in 2022—
provided by horsemen’s groups and breeders’ associations is a key part of MATCH. This year’s distribution offers up to $92,500 er division and $30,000 for
the overall champion by points. For each division,
first place pays $30,000 to the owner and
$15,000 to the trainer; for second,
$20,000/$10,000; and for
third, $10,000/$7,500.
For the overall champion, the owner receives an additional
$20,000 and the trainer
$10,000.
Maryland Horse Breeders Association, Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association and Virginia
Thoroughbred Association will offer $5,000 bonuses to breeders based on the performances of horses
in the series for a potential total of $30,000. Pennsylvania and Virginia will recognized the top male
and female state-bred runners by overall points
earned, while Maryland will award bonuses to the
top Maryland-bred and Maryland-sired runners by
overall points earned.
Information about the series as well as updates,
results, accumulated points per horse and stakes
closing dates are available at matchseries.com.

Laurel Park
Turf Looks
To Be Ready
To Roll

In advance of turf racing season at Laurel Park
and Pimlico Race Course, the Maryland Jockey Club
invested in an aggressive maintenance plan that began last fall and resumed in late winter of this year.
It is part of ongoing and necessary work to provide
the best surfaces possible.
After turf racing ended in the fall of 2021,
roughly 800 tons of sand—400 tons at Laurel and
400 at Pimlico—was spread on the courses to have
it mix with the soil. Both courses were over-seeded
last fall and treated with fertilizers and pesticides.
Along with regular aeration, the MJC began using Verti-Quake machines, which are designed to
alleviate compaction, improve water infiltration and
air exchange, and to provide overall a healthier turf
course. MJC Turf Superintendent Erik Dittmar said
the process entails knives that penetrate the ground
about eight inches in six-inch intervals across the
course and vibrate to help break up soil.
Improving drainage of the Laurel grass course
has been a focal point for several years.
“It will enable us to better manage our water,”
Dittmar said. “It will help create uniformity by letting water drain properly on the whole course.
We’re getting in there to ensure our (drainage) infrastructure is operating as it is designed to operate.”
Steve Koch, Senior Vice President of Racing for
1/ST Racing (The Stronach Group), which owns the
MJC, said the Laurel course will be somewhat softer
as the process continues. He said that during the
spring and summer, “a significant investment in irrigation” will continue with replacement of irrigation
heads, work on the pump station and improvement
in the water distribution system.
Koch said Tim Fredericks, a well-known irrigation specialist who has worked on other turf courses, will be assisting in the project.
“All of this will help (the course) in the shortterm and long-term,” Dittmar said. “You just need
to be consistent with it. Along with getting water
moved through the soil, there are the cultural practices (used for turf courses). It’s important we’re doing the right seeding and fertilizer practices. It will
be an ongoing process.”
The first turf races of the spring at Laurel are
listed in the condition book for April 14.

Watch the races on a large screen in the vineyard while
sipping on signature Foxie G wines in addition to other
Elk Run award winning reds and whites.
$20 per person for 21 and Over
$10 per person for 12 to 20
Under 12 admitted for FREE with an adult

This family friendly event includes:

3 Wine Tastings for 21 and Over | Live Music
Food for Purchase | Cheese, Fruit and Chocolates
Pony Photo Booth | Meet Foxie G Graduates
MAY 7, 2022 from 3:30 p.m–7:30 p.m.

Tickets available at:

ELK RUN VINEYARDS
15113 LIBERTY ROAD | MT. AIRY, MD 21771

https://wine-and-roses-derby-party.eventbrite.com
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For more information,
contact laurie at (301) 667-2553.
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World-Class Health Services
For A World-Class Workforce

Call 410-902-6844 To Schedule
A Free Appointment
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