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Horseracing Integrity
and Safety Act To Have
Major Impact On Racing

Purses
Get 20%
Boost

Horsemen at Laurel Park have been running
for 20% more in purse money due to a Jan. 12
decision by the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association Board of Directors to compensate for six canceled days of live racing in early
January.
The 20% Purse Bonus program began Jan.
16 and will run through Feb. 27. The February
condition book includes the additional money for
each race. The minimum purse during the period
is $20,400 for claiming $5,000; maiden special
weight events go for $55,200; and a non-winners
of three races other than/optional claimer is listed
at $67,200.
The maiden claiming $25,000-$20,000 condition, which now has a waiver provision for
Maryland-sired horses, goes for $37,800, while the
maiden claiming $40,000-$32,000 (with a waiver
option for Maryland-bred or Maryland-sired runners) goes for $46,800.
In conjunction with the Purse Bonus program, the Maryland Jockey Club agreed to add
three Thursdays in February to the live racing calendar and said it will card at least 10 races a day
in February when possible. The complete racing
schedule under the updated calendar is as follows:
Feb. 3-6; Feb. 10-13; Feb. 18-21; and Feb. 24-27.

The impact of the Horseracing Integrity
and Safety Act on Thoroughbred racing and
changes in the regulatory structure for the
sport were discussed during the Feb. 1 meeting of the Maryland Racing Commission.
HISA, as it is called, takes effect July 1,
2022, barring preliminary injunctions that
could result from two lawsuits challenging
the constitutionality of the legislation that
became law in December 2020. The law created the Horseracing Integrity and Safety
Authority, which already
has proposed rules for
a Racetrack Safety program that will be in place
July 1. The Anti-Doping
and Medication Control
program will for the most
part be delayed until Jan. 1,
2023; the United States AntiDoping Agency and HISA failed
to reach an agreement late last year,
so the authority is seeking another
third-party entity to handle it.
HISA preempts the authority of racing
regulatory agencies, including the MRC, in the
areas of medication, drug testing, enforcement
and racetrack safety, said Alan Foreman, Chief
Executive Officer of the Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and general counsel for the
Maryland THA. But he said Maryland and
other states in the region, through adoption
of rules and protocols under the Mid-Atlantic
Strategic Plan to Reduce Equine Fatalities, are
ahead of the curve because HISA is using
many of the rules already in place.
“I don’t believe it’s a heavy lift for Maryland,” Foreman said of the Racetrack Safety
program.
HISA rules and regulations are subject to

review, public comment periods and approval
by the Federal Trade Commission. The THA
has a committee that has been reviewing proposed rules, submitting comments and suggesting changes.
As for the Anti-Doping and Medication
Control program, Foreman said proposed regulations that had been issued by USADA “met
with substantial resistance from just about every stakeholder in the industry.” Though HISA
is re-evaluating that program, enhanced
out-of-competition testing
protocols could be in
place the second half of
this year, Foreman said.
Under HISA, which
only covers Thoroughbred
racing at this time, the administration of prohibited
or otherwise permitted substances, such as Lasix, is not permitted within 48 hours of a race.
Lasix (furosemide) will be prohibited
on race day in the United States for all
2-year-old races and all stakes effective
July 1, but exemptions can be requested for
all other races during a three-year study of the
therapeutic medication.
“A state racing commission may submit to
the authority, at such time and in such manner as the authority may require, a request
for an exemption with respect to the use of
furosemide on covered horses during
such period,” the law states. “A request
shall specify the applicable state racing
commission’s requested limitations on the use
of furosemide that would apply to the state
under the horse racing Anti-Doping and Medication Control program during such period.
Continued on Page 2

Finalists Announced
For Owner, Trainer and
Jockey of the Year Awards
Pension
Signups Are
Coming
In April
Virtual sign-ups for the Maryland Backstretch
Pension Plan have been a success the last two
years and will again be available beginning in
April with a deadline of June 1, 2022.
Those employed in the care of horses on the
backstretch at Laurel Park, Pimlico Race Course
or the Fair Hill Training Center, including trainers,
are eligible to participate. However, the eligible
employee must have worked a minimum of 1,000
hours during 2021 and provide documentation to
that effect (with a W-2 or 1099 form, or tax return).
Benefits become available when the employee
reaches the age of 65, or at age 55 with 25 years of
service. More about about the program including
qualifications is available at: https://mdhorsemen.
com/index.php/services/pension-program.
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association Board of Directors last year reaffirmed
its support for the Backstretch Pension Program
when it approved $900,000 in pension funding for
the program.
If you need assistance filling out the online
form in English or Español, call Diana Pinones at
410-902-6844, Tom LaMarra at (859) 492-8365 or
Jessica Hammond at (301) 776-0404.
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The finalists for Maryland Owner of the
Year, Trainer of the Year and Jockey of the
Year for 2021 have been announced based
on a selection process that began in early
January. The three honors are part of
the Renaissance Awards, which
once again will be held via
an online event this winter.
Voting for top owner, trainer and jockey
as well as the champion
Maryland-bred runners
of last year is done by an
independent panel. The
three (or four) finalists in
each category will be announced
online. Details will be released as soon as
possible.
The following are the finalists for Owner of the Year, Trainer of the Year and Jockey of the Year as selected by the Maryland
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
Board of Directors.

Owner of the Year: Robert Bone, Hillwood Stable LLC and Bird Mobberley LLC.
Trainer of the Year: Dale Capuano, Brittany Russell and Michael Trombetta.
Jockey of the Year: J.D. Acosta,
Jorge Ruiz, Sheldon Russell and
Jevian Toledo.
Owners, trainers and
jockeys must have
at least 20 starts in
Maryland for the calendar year and 50% of
starters in Maryland.
Criteria used in voting
includes the number of
winners and percentage in the money; total earnings
and average earnings per starter in
Maryland and overall; and stakes horses in
Maryland and elsewhere.
Winners of the awards for Laurel Groom
of the Year and Pimlico Groom of the Year
are selected by MTHA staff after nominations are received from Maryland trainers.

HISA, continued from Page 1
Such limitations shall be no less restrictive
on the use and administration of furosemide
than the restrictions set forth in state’s laws
and regulations in effect as of September 1,
2020.”
Maryland currently prohibits administration of Lasix within 48 hours of a race only for
2-year-olds and graded stakes.
A funding mechanism for HISA is expected to be made public through the FTC in February, according to the Association of Racing
Commissioners International. Under the latest
proposed model, cost will be paid through a

formula using number of starts and purses.
Foreman noted HISA has the authority
to bill each state’s racing regulatory agency
for operation of its program, and the agency
would have to devise an equitable payment
structure. But should a regulatory agency opt
out, racetracks would have to handle the payments.
Information and updates on HISA rules,
regulations and funding are available at the
HISA website (www.hisaus.org) and the FTC
website (www.ftc.gov).

2021 Backstretch
Workers-of-the-Year
Pimlico: Julio Garcia
Julio Garcia, who has
been working on the backstretch in Maryland for
about three years, is the
Pimlico Race Course Groom
of the Year for 2021.
Garcia, a 31-year-old native of Mexico, has worked
about two years for trainer
Amanda Rawlings and previously was employed by
trainer Mary Eppler at Pimlico. Another backstretch
worker had invited him to
consider working with racehorses, and Garcia quickly discovered he
liked the job.
“I like everything about it,” he said. “Just

being with the horses is what
I really like.”
Garcia has picked up on
the way horses respond to
people. His favorite horse
is the 6-year-old Marylandbred mare Hot Choice, who
has only raced at Laurel Park
and Pimlico so far in her career.
“She’s a gentle horse,”
Garcia said. “She loves me
when she sees me. She rec-

ognizes me.”
Garcia said he plans to remain in the racing industry as long as he has his visa.

Laurel: Antoinette Orellana
Maryland native Antoinette Charles Orellana, who
began working weekends
at age 16 for trainer Carlos
Mancilla, is the Laurel Park
Groom of the Year for 2021.
Orellana, whose grandfather was a trainer, actually began volunteering in
the barn at age 15 when
her mother, Margarita, had
a horse in training with
Mancilla. After graduating
from high school, she began
working every day at the
racetrack.
“My mom knew Carlos’ family when she
came here from Chile,” said Orellana, now
21 and enrolled at Howard Community College. “Working at the barn is team work, and

I really like it because everyone helps each other get
the work done. It’s a family
atmosphere.
“It’s about the hard work
you put into it, and if a horse
wins or finishes second, you
feel like they accomplished
something. The work has
challenges, but I like working on the challenges.”
Orellana plans to continue her studies in the hope
of becoming a veterinarian. She said her
mother advised her that it would be good to
get familiar with horses and learn as much as
she can through hands-on experience.

Aftercare seminar to be rescheduled
A seminar featuring Dr. Patty Hogan
that was scheduled for Jan. 26 was postponed and is expected to take place this
spring, either in-person or via Zoom.
The seminar is titled “Avoiding the One

Last Race Syndrome—Where we are now
and what is your role an owner or trainer?”
The plan is to record the seminar so it can
be used for continuing education credits
for horsemen.

Cancellation
Policy
Established

Maryland Jockey Club has implemented a
new policy regarding the process for cancellation of live racing programs due to weather
and track conditions, and in a Feb. 1 report
to the Maryland Racing Commission said the
recomposition of the cushion of the dirt surface at Laurel Park is almost complete.
The new policy stemmed from the cancellation of live racing on Monday, Jan. 17,
at post time for the first race at Laurel after
jockeys told management they didn’t believe the surface was suitable. MJC Acting
President Mike Rogers said the surface, impacted by overnight rain, appeared to be
“responding” at 7:30 a.m., so management
decided to try to race in the afternoon.
“Generally, it’s an easy decision to cancel,” Rogers said. “We want to cancel early
(because of shippers and Lasix treatments)
but a track can improve as the day goes on.”
Under the new policy, when there is
chance of a cancellation, there is a 7:30
a.m. meeting that includes the track superintendent, general manager, several jockeys and several trainers. Rogers said representatives of the racetrack, jockey colony
and training community must all agree to
race for a program to go forward.
The MJC track maintenance crew was
in the process of adding coarse sand to the
Laurel dirt surface to lower silt and clay
content when a storm hit in early January.
Racing was halted for roughly two weeks
as the track crew and consultants accelerated the addition of what is currently more
than 2,600 tons of coarse sand. Live racing
resumed Jan. 16, and since Jan. 20 racing
has been held as scheduled.
“On Jan. 18 we had regular training and
we started to see the efforts of our work pay
off,” Rogers said. “We’re pleased the cushion
is now starting to respond, and feedback has
been positive. With the silt and clay content
we still have a little more to go.”
Dr. Tom Bowman, who chairs the MRC
Equine Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory
Committee, credited the MJC work plan and
the positive results it produced in regard to
the racing surface project. In a committee
update, Bowman also said that MJC vets are
now tracking training injuries to identify recurring, subtle injuries; and that any horse
that exhibits lameness after a race—mostly
the claimed horses that must be examined in
the detention barn—must be cleared to race
again by a state veterinarian.

Don’t
Forget
About
Uncle
Sam

TAX TIME IS HERE
MTHA will assist backstretch
workers and trainers to
prepare and file their state
and federal tax returns.
An appointment is required.
Contact the MTHA racetrack office
410-902-6844 to schedule.
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Maryland Racing Text
Alert System

Text MJCRACING to 95577 to sign up.

Your phone number will automatically be added to the list.
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