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4% 5th-Last Bonus
Extended To Turf
Effective Aug. 1 at Laurel Park, the
existing 4% bonus for the owners of
horses that finish fifth through last in
overnight dirt races will be extended
to include overnight turf races as well.
The Maryland Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association voted to
make the change at its July 25 Board
of Directors meeting. The board determined there is sufficient money in
the Maryland Thoroughbred Purse
Account to begin the program Aug.

1 instead of after the Maryland State
Fair at Timonium meet, which runs
from Aug. 23-Sept. 2.
As for Timonium, there again will
be two $75,000 stakes: the Maryland
Coalition for 3-year-olds and up at 6½
furlongs Aug. 24, and the Timonium
Distaff for Maryland-bred or Maryland-sired fillies and mares at 6½ furlongs. Purses are expected to average
about $185,000 a day.

Backstretch Community Day
At Laurel Park A Big Success

The first Backstretch Community Day at
Laurel Park the afternoon of Tuesday, July 23,
was a rousing success as evidenced by the more
than 150 people who attended.
The event, sponsored by the Maryland Jockey Club and Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, featured a lunch of pulled
pork, pulled chicken, hotdogs and an assortment of side dishes; volleyball, basketball and
horseshoes; and a dunk tank that raised more
than $820 for the Beyond The Wire aftercare
program. Those who volunteered to spend
about 45 minutes each in the dunk tank were
Security Chief Major Mike Singletary, Racing
Secretary Chris Merz and Facilities Manager
Rick Allen of the MJC, and trainer Anthony Farrior.
MJC Facilities Coordinator Erin McElwee
organized much of the event, which was held
adjacent to the track kitchen. The MJC handed
out new extension cords and hose nozzles and

also handed out new metal fans to those who
traded in plastic fans.
The MJC presented two awards associated
with a backstretch cleanup initiative. “Best
Barn” recognition went to Rodney Jenkins,
while Donna O’Connor earned “Best Dorm.”
“The amount of fun our team had working
in conjunction with the MTHA on this event
was contagious,” McElwee said.
“Our goal was to celebrate the
unsung heroes of racing and
show them how much we appreciate them. We have collectively
begun a campaign to express our
commitment to improving the
dialogue and actions within the
Maryland racing community.”
An added benefit for stablearea employees is a permanent
sand volleyball court near the
recreation hall. Please note vol-

leyballs, basketballs and horseshoes are now
available in the MTHA offices of Bobby Lillis
and Jessica Hammond.
“It was an outstanding event,” MTHA Executive Director David Richardson said. “Our
backstretch workers are the backbone of our
business, and it was nice to see such a great
turnout. We thank everyone who participated.”

Coggins, Foal Papers
Required For Beyond
The Wire Retirees
Horsemen are reminded to make sure they send
Coggins and foal papers
with all horses that go
through the Beyond The
Wire program.
As of late July, 200
horses retired from racing
in Maryland have been successfully placed since Beyond The Wire was launched in May 2017. The
program receives dedicated funding from owners, jockeys, the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, Maryland Jockey Club and

Maryland Horse Breeders
Association but also accepts donations from those
who retire horses through
the program.
Beyond The Wire uses
seven Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance-accredited
facilities: After the Races,
Foxie G Foundation, Mid
Atlantic Horse Rescue, New Vocations, Equine
Rescue of Aiken, War Horses at Rose Bower and
Akindale Thoroughbred Rescue.

Rec Report
Poker Tournament
The July poker tournament was won by
Bird Kaufman with Steve Kell in second and
Jason Smith finishing in third.
The August tournament will be on Tuesday, Aug. 20 in the Laurel Park Rec Room
starting at 12:30.

Softball
The Laurel Park Softball team will be
competing in a 4-team tournament against
Charles Town, Parx and Penn National on
Wednesday, July 31.
The games will be held at the driving
range located across the street from Laurel
Park on Route 198 starting at 12:00 p.m.

MTHA Express Van Service

The MTHA sponsors a free van service for
employees on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The
service includes transportation for shopping,
pharmacy, lunch, movies, doctor and dentist
appointments, etc. You must sign up in the
Laurel Park track kitchen each week for the
service or call Dan Mangum at (410) 802-5798.

Maryland
Pride
Stop in the MTHA office at Laurel Park to
pickup a free Maryland racehorse sticker.

Backstretch Community Day
at Pimlico Set for Aug. 13
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and Maryland Jockey
Club are co-sponsoring a Backstretch
Community Day Tuesday, Aug. 13, at Pimlico Race Course.
The event will be held from 11 a.m. to

2 p.m. near Barn 1. A barbecue-style lunch
will be available as will various games and
activities including corn hole.
Backstretch Community Day will replace the monthly Community Meeting at
Pimlico.

Weekly Non-Denominational
Service Held at Pimlico
Take note that a non-denominational
church service and bible study led by Ron Singh
at Pimlico Race Course is held every Monday
at 6:30 p.m.
The service takes place in Barn 3 on the upper level in the microwave room. It is open to
all interested parties and dinner is served.

This is an opportunity to get spiritual counseling, information on benevolence programs
such as medical and dental, obtain information
on mental health services, and information on
upcoming events. Spanish translation is available.

Koch To Serve
As VP of Racing
For Stronach
Group
Steve Koch, currently Executive Director of
the National Thoroughbred Racing Association
Safety and Integrity Alliance, has been named
Vice President of Racing for The Stronach
Group.
The news was reported during the July
25 Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association Board of
Directors meeting.
Koch, a native
of Kentucky, was Vice President of Racing at
Woodbine in Ontario, Canada, before he took
the NTRA job. He will be based at Laurel Park
but be involved in all TSG racetracks.

Frederick
OTB Finally
Opens Doors

Make Plans Now To
Attend Health Fair
At Laurel Park

The annual Health Fair, which is open to
the entire Maryland horseracing community, is
scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 26, in the recreation room in the Laurel Park stable area.
Offered by the Maryland Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association in conjunction with
MedStar Health, the Health Fair will feature
blood-pressure screenings, flu vaccines, general
health information and an opportunity to have
blood drawn for testing. It has traditionally attracted close to 100 people.
“It’s a great opportunity,” said Dr. Kelly
Ryan, a MedStar sports medicine physician who

is also part of the Horsemen’s Health System
at Maryland Thoroughbred racetracks. “Sometimes you don’t know you have medical problems until you get evaluated.”
Ryan, who will be joined at the Health Fair
by other MedStar physicians and students, recommended that people have blood drawn if
they don’t normally do so. She said the Health
Fair is ideal for anyone over age 35 or those
with a history or family history of high blood
pressure, high cholesterol, diabetes or abnormal
blood-sugar levels.

A Day Out
in St. Michaels
Free for all backstretch workers.

Tuesday, September 10th
Van leaves Stable Gate at 11 am. Call Dan Mangum
at (410) 802-5798 to reserve a space.

The long-awaited opening of an off-track
betting parlor in Frederick, Md., finally happened June 22.
Frederick at Long Shot’s is located in the
Clarion Inn Frederick Event Center on Holiday
Drive, just off Interstate 270. It fills a void created by the October 2011 closure of an OTB
operation in the Cracked Claw at Peter Pan, a
restaurant that was located in nearby Urbana.
The Clarion Hotel is owned by Randy Cohen, a Thoroughbred owner. Plans for the Frederick facility were approved by the Maryland
Racing Commission in September 2018.
MJC President Sal Sinatra said of the kickoff: “The OTB is located in the hotel lobby and
bar area (of the Clarion), and this is our first
OTB in a hotel. They have several conventions
there, and if you’re stuck in hotel, what else do
you do? Maybe bet on horses. We’d like to see if
it can impact the fan base.”
The Cracked Claw, located about 27 miles
from Hollywood Casino at Charles Town Races
in West Virginia, at one time generated parimutuel handle of about $20 million a year—the
most successful of the Maryland OTB outlets at
the time. Sinatra said projections are for Frederick at Long Shot’s to handle $10 million to $15
million a year.
It is the eighth MJC off-track betting facility
in the state. The others are located at Greenmount Station in Hampstead; Horseshoe Casino
in Baltimore; the Jockey Bar & Grille in Boonsboro; Hollywood Casino Perryville; the Maryland State Fair at Timonium; the Racebook at
MGM National Harbor near Oxon Hill; and the
Riverboat Restaurant off the shore of Colonial
Beach, Va.
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Snapshots From Community Day

MTHA wishes to extend a special appreciation
to Erin McElwee and the entire MJC Maintenance and Track crews for all their incredible
work to make Community Day a wonderful
experience for all of our horsemen!
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Backstretch
Appreciation Day
Monday, September 9, 1-4pm • Tent beside Laurel Park Grandstand • All Are Welcome
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