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Violation of
barn area
policies will
carry fines
MJC has issued updated restrictions for the barn
areas effective Oct. 1. The new policy is tied to the
safety and welfare of horses and those who work on
the backstretch.
“As our industry continues to be put further under
the microscope we must look ourselves in the mirror
and ask, ‘How can we make things better?’ The fines
are necessary to ensure the safety and welfare for the
horses, people, and general well-being of the backside,”
MJC Racing Secretary Chris Merz said.
“Under these critical times we have all felt the pressures of what has happened at Santa Anita. We all have
our differences, and we all might not get along, but at
the end of the day we are all in this together.”
Merz said the fines shouldn’t be viewed as an “attack,” but as a means to keep everyone accountable
for what occurs in the stable area.
Here is the new policy:
No plastic fans in barns: $50 fine.
All water sources must be turned off after use:
$100 fine.
Barns, sheds and bin areas must be kept clean:
$50 fine.
No extension cords greater than 12 feet or smaller
than 14 gauge can be used. All cords must be of sufficient construction for their intended use: $100 fine.
No items can be hung from sprinklers: $25 fine.
All areas around heaters must be clear: $100 fine.
No oat cookers are permitted on the property:
$5oo fine. (Note: a second infraction for an oat cooker will result in all stalls being forfeited and people
asked to leave the grounds.
Fines will be deducted from your horsemen’s account within seven days of the infraction, and they
will double on the eighth day if payment is not received. Second and third offenses will be doubled
in price.
All proceeds will go directly to Beyond The Wire.

Marylanders Get Cash In
2019 Match Series
Maryland-based horses fared well in
this year’s MATCH Series, which concluded Sept. 28 at Monmouth Park in New
Jersey.
Two division winners are based at Laurel Park, while the other two have been
stabled at Monmouth since the spring.
Hillside Equestrian Meadows’ Laki
(above), trained by Damon
Dilodovico, started in four
MATCH stakes this
year and for the
second consecutive
year captured the
3-Year-Olds and Up
Spr i nt— D iv i sion
title. Laki earned
$20,000 for his owner and $15,000 for his
trainer.
Laki, because he is a Maryland-bred,
again earned a $5,000 bonus for his
breeders, Tom Michaels and Lorna Baker.
Robert Bone’s Completed Pass, trained
by Claudio Gonzalez, accumulated enough
points in four series stakes to hold off two
others and take the 3-Year-Olds and Up
Sprint—Turf Division. The owner will receive $20,000 and the trainer $15,000.
Matthew Schera and Jeffrey Pesot’s Paret, based at Fair Hill Training Center with

James “Chuck” Lawrence II, finished third
in the division. The owner and trainer will
get $10,000 and $5,000, respectively.
Live Oak Plantation’s Souper Striking,
a Mike Trombetta trainee based at Fair
Hill, finished second in the Filly and Mare
Long—Turf Division. The owner will receive $15,000 and the trainer $10,000.
The winner of the division was Ballybrit Stable’s Dynatail, who is
based at Monmouth
with trainer Mike
Dini.
The 2019 MATCH
champion is 2W Racing’s Bronx Beauty,
who won the Filly and Mare Sprint—Dirt
Division and overall title after a serious
battle with Jim Reichenberg and Cash
is King’s Ms Locust Point. They finished
one-two, respectively, on three occasions,
including in the Regret Stakes on the final
day.
Bronx Beauty is trained by Tony Margotta Jr. and based at Monmouth. The
owner and trainer will receive a combined
$110,000 in bonus money for winning the
division and overall championship.

Email System
For Horsemen’s
Concerns Speeds
Up Response
Time By MJC
The newly created email system for
reporting backstretch and track surface
concerns by Maryland horsemen has
drastically improved response time by
Maryland Jockey Club to address concerns at Laurel Park and Pimlico.
The MTHA created the system in
early summer to improve communication
among horsemen and track maintenance
staff to expedite the process of issues being addressed.
Previously issues were communicated
by horsemen by a paper-based ticket system which proved cumbersome.
Horsemen are now encouraged to
send emails, with photos, of their concerns to backstretchissues@mdhorsemen.
com for backstretch concerns or to trackissues@mdhorsemen.com for track surface issues.
Messages to each of these accounts
are forwarded to a multitude of relevant
parties as well as to the MTHA so progress and response time can be tracked.
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RMTC Issues
Bulletin On
Scopolamine
In response to multiple published reports
concerning scopolamine contamination cases
in 2018 in California and the manner in which
they were handled, the Racing Medication and
Testing Consortium issued an informational
bulletin on the Class 4 substance:
Scopolamine (also known as hyoscine) is
conventionally used in human medicine for the
prevention of motion sickness. It is available
by prescription in tablet and transdermal patch

formulations. It has also had limited use in
conjunction with general anesthesia in reducing airway secretions. It is associated with side
effects of dizziness, drowsiness, blurred vision,
nausea and dry mouth.
Scopolamine has limited historical use in
equine veterinary medicine to relieve intestinal
spasms in the treatment of gas colic. However,
gastrointestinal side effects, potential toxicity
and the development of safer, more effective
medications have rendered its use as a therapeutic medication obsolete.
Scopolamine is an alkaloid present in Jimsonweed, a member of the poisonous plant species,
Datura. Jimsonweed infests crop fields throughout North America and around the world. The
live plant is associated with a strong odor and bitter taste, and animals tend to avoid its consumption unless other feed sources are unavailable.
Scopolamine has been detected in the blood
and/or urine of animals having consumed hay
containing Jimsonweed, as the odor and bitter
taste dissipate during the hay curing process.
Symptoms of scopolamine toxicity, as observed
in horses having consumed Jimsonweed-contaminated hay, include dilated pupils and intestinal paralysis, and can persist for several days
following ingestion.
The Association of Racing Commissioners
International Uniform Classification of Foreign
Substances has assigned scopolamine a 4/C
classification. The alphanumeric system categorizes substances by pharmacologic effect
(1-5) and penalty designation (A-D). Class 1
substances represent the greatest threat to the
integrity of competition; Class 5 substances the
lowest threat.
Class 4 drugs comprise primarily therapeutic
medications routinely used in racehorses. They
may influence performance, but generally have a

Rec Report
Texas Hold ’Em

The next MTHA poker game will be held
on Tuesday, October 15th starting at 12:30 in
the Laurel Park Rec Room. Join in on the fun!

Bowling

The MTHA Bowling league is set to begin
soon however we need to find a new center
to bowl at since AMF Laurel Lanes has closed.
Call Marty Leonard at 203-733-1367 to register
your team or yourself as an individual.

Backstretch Picnic

The big event for September was the annual MTHA Backstretch Appreciation Picnic
held on Monday, Sept. 9th at Laurel Park.
Over 400 backstretch employees attended
the event and enjoyed the great food and
drink provided by Hideaway Caterers.
In addition to the great food and fun,
Maryland Jockey Club generously provided
free shirts and hats as well as $2,500 in cash
door prizes for attendees.
$250 winners included: Alvard Avina
(Schoenthal), Angel Hernandez (Barr), Marcia
Yohon (Salzman), Oscar Perez (Salzman Jr.),
Val Smith, Maria Gallegos (Thomas), Everarelo Avarez (Dale Capuano), Roberto Sanchez
(Robb). The $500 winner was Maria Elena
Baragas (Gary Capuano).
more limited ability to do so, according to ARCI,
The alphabetical classifications include consideration of the pharmacologic classification
(1-5) and additional factors such as the indications for medication use, potential for misapplication, and FDA-approval status. Class A
is associated with the most severe penalties,
whereas Class D is associated with lesser penalty recommendations.
The ARCI recommended penalties for a first
time 4/C violation include a minimum fine of
$1,000 (absent mitigating circumstances). In
consideration of the facts of the case, the horse
may be disqualified.
Scopolamine is on the United States AntiDoping Agency’s list of permitted medications.
In its own statement, ARCI said if Class 4
(penalty Class C) substances are found in a
post-race sample, the horse is to be disqualified
and the owner loses the purse in the absence of
mitigating circumstances. The exact language
reads: “Disqualification and loss of purse in
the absence of mitigating circumstances. Horse
must pass commission-approved examination
before being eligible to run.”
The ARCI has no direct knowledge of the
specifics of the case involving Justify and does
not assume the actions of the CHRB are inconsistent with the model rules standard.

Stall Applications
For Winter Meet
Due Nov. 1

2019 Match Series
Final Results
Overall MATCH Series champion

Stall applications for the Laurel Park winter meet that begins Jan. 1, 2020, are due Nov.
1. Please note that the Maryland Jockey Club
requests that horsemen ask only for the stalls
they need.

First place: Bronx Beauty (40 points)
Owner: 2W Stables LLC ($50,000)
Trainer: Anthony Margotta ($25,000)

3-Year-Old Sprint-Dirt
Division
First place: Laki (24 points)
Owner: Hillside Equestrian Meadows ($20,000)
Trainer: Damon Dilodovico ($15,000)

MTHA wishes to express
a sincere thank you to
Maryland Jockey Club for
donating the cash prizes
and various promotional
materials for our Backstretch
Appreciation Day.

3-Year-Olds and Up Fillies and Mares
Sprint-Dirt Division
First place: Bronx Beauty (40 points)
Owner: 2W Stables LLC ($20,000)
Trainer: Anthony Margotta ($15,000)
Second place: Ms Locust Point (40 points)
Owner: Cash Is King and Reichenberg ($15,000)
Trainer: John Servis ($10,000)
Third place: Last True Love (19 points)
Owner: Steve and Debbie Jackson ($10,000)
Trainer: Flint Stites ($5,000)

3-Year-Olds and Up
Sprint-Turf Division

Fire and Disaster
Insurance Continues

First place: Completed Pass (21 points)
Owner: Robert Bone ($20,000)
Trainer: Claudio Gonzalez ($15,000)
Second place: Abiding Star (19 points)
Owner: Stonehedge ($15,000)
Trainer: Edward Allard ($10,000)

Fire and disaster insurance has been
renewed for another 12 months. Under this
policy, MTHA members may be compensated
for death or humane destruction of their
horses due to a number of perils, including
fire, lightning, wind storm, smoke and flood.
Coverage extends to horses located at or in
transit to or from Laurel, Pimlico and Timonium. Additionally, horses are covered when
in transit from Laurel, Pimlico or Timonium
to race and return from out-of-state tracks.
To file a claim or for assistance call the
MTHA Business office at 410-902-6842.

Third place: Paret (17 points)
Owner: M. Schera and Orangella ($10,000)
Trainer: James Lawrence, II ($5,000)

3-Year-Olds and Up Fillies and Mares
Long-Turf Division
First place: Dynatail (21 points)
Owner: Ballybrit Stable ($20,000)
Trainer: Michael Dini ($15,000)
Second place: Souper Striking (24 points)
Owner: Live Oak Plantation ($15,000)
Trainer: Michael Trombetta ($10,000)

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association will assist backstretch workers
to learn more about and sign up for health insurance under the Affordable Care Act.
For help in English or Spanish, stop in the MTHA racetrack office or call
Bobby Lillis at 410-902-6843 or Jessica Hammond at 301-776-0404.
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MTHA GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Monday, October 15
Walden Country Club in Crofton

Entry Fee $55 Per Person Includes:
• 18-Hole Tournament with Cart
• Two Drink Coupons with Prizes
• $500 Team Awards
• Two $50 Closest to the Pin Awards
• One $50 Longest Drive Award
• Call Marty Leonard at (203) 733-1367
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